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rcon, Sentiments relating 10 the 
Marriage State, which are ſo latent 
ESE that they are ſcarce ever obſerved 
by thoſe who entertain them and are aftuated 
by tbem; and ſo diſguis'd that when they are 
obſerv'd they are approv*d, and by that means 
are encouraged and fortified. 
One Dejign of this Publication is to diſcover 
thoſe Sentiments, that they may be known to 


ſubſſt where they are and to expoſe them that 


they may be known io be what they are, in order 


to their being treated according to their Nature 
and Tendency. 


There are alſo ſome pernicious Practices, 
which do but too much obtain, to the great 


Abatement of conjugal Affection, the Increaſe 
of Variance and Strife, and ſometimes to the 
Introduction of yet more direful Effects and 
all this chiefly through inadvertence or miſtake— 


for want of knowing or conſidering the Nature, 


Tendency and Conſequence of ſuch Procedure. 
Theſe, my Reader _ ll find brought to the Light, 


examined 


PREFACE. 


2 85 HERE being ſome falſe and y 
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li - The PREFACE. 
examined and condemned, .that they may be a. 
voided. In ſhort, my Defign is to prevent | a 
Nei gente aud Indifference, and to promote a 
continual Freedom and Alacrity between married 
Perſons in their peculiar Intimacies; that by 
ſuch mutual Endearments the conjugal Affection 
may be preſervd; whith, unleſs it be ſo che- 
riſped _ infallibly i chen and languiſh, if it 
do not dye. 

ty in this Undertaking 7 truly intend 
che Good of Mankind, have the l of 
my own Mind after mature Deliberation, and 
that of ſeveral ſerious and intelligent Friends 


with whom 1 have adviſed upon this Occaſion : 
I promiſe my ſelf the — 2 F every un- 
prejudiced, intelligent and confiderate Reader. 

1 think 41 have ſufficiently guarded againſt the 
Juſt Imputation of Obſcenity, by the Manner in 
which" 1 haue ircated the Subject. Yet as I 
em aware ſome may be offended, that theſe ſe- 
cret Things ſhould be openly mentioned, _ 
ever Care be taken _ta' preſerve a Purity 
Diction; becauſe, pretiy much the ſame Tdeas 
will be rais'd in the Mind iy a pure as would 
be by an impure Manner of Expreſſion ; it may 
therefore be weceſſary to ſay femetbing by way 
of Apology. 

J grant it is impoſſible to ſpeak intelli gab/y 
of any Subject, abs ho introducing the Idea of 
that. Subjeft'; and that it is not at all defire- 
able to have many Ideas of this Sort introdu- 
ced.;_ ta have our Minds much exerciſed about 
theſe Things, ——Yet there are many Caſes that 
compel us,. to do that which is not defareable, 
that . compel the moſt Chaſte, and moſt Baſbful, 


za 0 fubmit iq that "_ * the Neceſſity, 
- would 


7 BM 
2vould be very indecent, and very obſcene z; but 
the Neceſſity of the Caſe, and the Purity of the 
Intention, is efteemed by all the World a fuff- 
cient Apology. And thus the Caſe ſtandt with 
me.——The Particulars propoſed to be remedied 

| by this Traft, I apprehend to be very common, 
1 very hurtful, and yet very ſeldom thought of, (by 
F: the Parties offending I mean.) d I don: 
queſtion but innumerable of them bave been deep 
Sufferers by means of thoſe Particulars, who have 
never once imagined at what Gap their Cala- 
mities came in. Nay ſuch is the Nature of ſome 
Part of the Miſconduf# here cautioned againſt, 
that for the moſt Part when it is thought of, 
is rather eſteemed a Virtue, than a Vice, And 
ſhould I ſee this Fire breaking out all around 
me, and hold my Peace, for fear of wakeing 
too baſtily thoſe who ſleep in the Danger: or 
for fear of giving a tranſcient Diſcompoſure to 
ſome who are not concerned? When the Houſe 
is on Fire, ſhall we forbear to throw Water on 
it, for fear that ſome. who are paſſing by may 
catch Cold by having their Cloaths wetted ? Or 
to ſpeak in plain Terms, ſhould I forbear to cau- 
tion againſt a common, a great, and a laſting 
Evil, that People are not aware of, and one 
that is eafily avoided when once it is perceived, 
meerly for fear of introducing Ideas, that may 
give ſome Degree of Uneafineſs Or for fear that 
ſome may have Inclinations ſtirred up within 
them for a little Time, which one would not 
chuſe to excite ? This would be a Conduct un- 
. worthy an underſtanding Man, a good Chriſtian, 
or @ good Neighbour. And thoſe who would 
have it ſo, appear to me as one would do, dub 
| being with a great deal of Company a Hunting, 
FE | ſhould 


4 
4 
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ſhould ſee a Lady thrown from ber Horſe, ber 
Foot banging in | the Stirrup, and the Horſe 
dragging ber along to the eminent Hazard of her 
Life ; and ſhould however eagerly forbid every 
Gentleman * going near to ber Afiſtance, for 
fear of a Breach of Modeſty ; for fear of in- 
troducing pernicious Ideas. Such a Precaution, 
fo ill timed, would be very prepoſterous ; and 
that even in the Opinion of the Lady berſelf. 

_ This may ſuffice to ſhew the Neceſſity of this 
Undertaking (at leaſt in the Authors Opinion) 
and the unreaſonableneſs of being diſpleaſed with 
it. As to the Purity of my Intention, as none 
can judge of that but he who ſearcheth the 
Heart, to him I Appeal. He knows, that I 
bave long carried about me a ſtrong Perſwaſion 
that a publick Intimation of theſe Things would 
be a Benefit to Mankind ;, and that therefore 
as ſoon as I found the Accident mentioned in the 
Title Page would give me Occaſion to do fo, I 
form'd a Reſolution accordingly. Having ſaid 
thus much, more than would have been neceſ- 
ſary if none were weak, and none were raſh, 1 
conclude this Apology wilb the Words of the 
late Reverend and learned Dr. Jerimy Taylor, 
who in a Caſe near a- kin to this has ſaid — © J 
* have uſed all the Care I could in the following 
* Periods, that I might neither be wanting 10 
it thoſe that need it, nor yet miniſter any 
* occaſion of Fancy or vainer Thoughts to thoſe 
„ that need them not. If any Man ſhall ſnatch 
& the pure Taper from my Hand, and bold it 
% to the Devil, he will only burn his own 
« Fingers, but ſoall not rob me of the Reward 
« of my Care and good Intention.“ Taylors 
Holy Living, p. 66. 1 ö 
65 1 | The 
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The unmarried I would not adviſe to be my 
Readers. But ſuch married Perſons as ſhall 
find themſelves inclined to throw this Pampblet 
afide, through an Apprebenſion that the Reading 
it may defile a pure Mind; ſuch I ſay may be 
aſſur*d their Fears are entirely groundleſs , and 
that there is the higheſt Probability of their be- 
ing ſome of the very Perſons for whoſe Sake it 
is publiſhed, and who above all others ought very 
diligently to read, and very ſeriouſly to weigh 
the Contents. 


As for the Libertine, who is expelĩed to make 


a Feſt of the Gravity wherewith-the Subject is 


treated, to him I have only this to ſay, viz. that 
they are truly worthy of Compaſſion, who can- 
not diſtinguiſh between the Uſe and the Abuſe ; 
who cannot diſcern that Nature (properly ſo cal- 
led) and Religion are good Friends : Who are 
frantick enough to imagine that to become Re- 
ligious, a Man muſt þ War againſt bis 
five Senſes. | 
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ST THE 
F  HONOURABLENESS 


MARRIAGE. 
Adjuſted and Defended. 


| Heb. x11. 4. 
E Marriage is honourable in all, and the Bed un- 
$ aefiled : But Whoremongers and Adulterers 
1 | _ God will Fudge. I 


; 3 1 

4 2 8 S you were of Opinion the 
q Text above cited was in- 
] ured, by my ſaying in the 
4 | little ; Converſation we had 


| about it the other Day, that 
q the Meaning was no more 
Ts +4 K than this, viz. That it is 
5 -no. ſhame for any Man to marry. I have 
ſince turned it over in my Thoughts more 
then I had ever done 3 and beg Leave 
| to 
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(2) 
to communicate ſome Things that .occur'd 
to my Mind upon that Occaſion, as now 
perceiving we are all more concern'd in the 
Contents of it than is commonly obſerv'd. 
Tn Text we are about to conſider ſtands 
dy itſelf, alone, entirely independent there 
is no Light into it to be collected from the 
Context: We muft therefore take it as an 
entire Propoſition, containing all the Author 
intended to communicate at that Time upon 
the Subject: And determine the Senſe by 
what is found within itſelf. | 
He mentions Marriage, and the Bed of 
Marriage, as the Subject of his Approbation, 
and Defence; Whoremongers and Adulterers 
he oppoſcs to married Perſons, and theſe are 
brought in as à Contraſt, by Way of -Illu- 
ſtration; that the Diſhonour and Pollution of 
the latter, might ſhew to greater Advantage 
the Honour and Purity of the former. 
Ox would wonder what ſhould have been 
the Occaſion of ſuch a Sentence. For the 
Epiſtle is written to the Hebrews, a People 
who had been under the Uivine Tuition for 
many Ages; and who knew that Marriage 
had the Honour of being, a divine Appoint- 
Kt ment, even in a State” of Innocence; arid 
B that the Inſtitution had this further Honour 
VM put upon it, that God himſelf joined the 
firſt Pair together in this Contract; and there 
does not appear in all their Hiſtory, any 
Thing that would lead one to think they 
ſtood in Need of ſuch a Declaration. But 
when J confider that this Epiſtle was written 
more immediately to thoſe Hebrew who had 
received the Goſpel, which is in ſome reſpects 
8 4 x 
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| (30 
2 more exalted and ſpiritual Diſpenſation, 
than that which they forſook to embrace it; 
I find myſelf inclined. to believe, that ſome 
of thoſe good People began to carry Mat- 
a ters too fr, and in Particular to entertain 
; ſuperſtitious Notions about Celibacy and Mar- 
riage, thinking too highly of the one, and 
too meanly of the other; as we know many 
have done ſince. But whether this was the 
Occaſion of writing this Sentence or not, 
beſure it is of great Uſe to ſuppreſs the 
Growth of ſuch Notions whenever they ſpring 
up, and to direct our Judgment about theſe 
Matters at all Timm. nl nor 
By. Marriage we might underſtand the 
Contract, whereby two Perſons agree to be: 
come one Fleſn. And by the Bed of Mar- 
riage, the Contact, whereby that Agreement 
is actually fulfilled; and theſe might be con- 
ſidered diſtinctly, apart from one another. 
But that would carry us too far, and appears 
to be contrary to the Deſign of the Author; 
who does not mention Marriage as oppoſed 
to ſingle Life, but to the promiſcuous Con- 
junction of Perſons who are not come into 
the Contract, which ought always to preceed 
ſuch Conjunction. Moreover the Contract 
which muſt be underſtood by the word Mar- 
riage, if it be conſidered as ſomething di- 4 
ſtinct from the Bed, this Contract I ſay is 
not thought ill of by any but as it ſtands re- 
lated to the Bed, and is always underſtood 
to be an Obligation to the Contact here 
meant by the Bed: The Honour, or Diſhonour 
of the Contract, depending entirely upon the 
Purity, or Defilement of the Contaf?, If the 
101 [ B 2 Contact 
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Contact be no Defilement, the Contract be- 


ſure is no Diſhonour. As in all other Caſes, 


the Honour, or Diſhenour of an Agteement, 


depends entirely upon the Equity or 11 7 
of the Thing er to be performed. 


Turk are ſome indeed who would 
ſuade us that the Undefiledneſs of the 10 
is not here an affirmative Propoſition; but 4 
Circumſtance or Condition neceſſary to the 
Honourableneſs of Marriage; and would have 
the Senſe to be the ſame, as if the Words 
run thus, Marriage is ' honourable where the 
Bed is undefiled.—But this is a Senfe' which 
the copulative Word AvD will not allow me 
to admit, it never ſignifying an Exception 
but always'a Conjunction.— Moreover had 
the Senſe been as theſe Men would have it, 
the Whole ſhould have run thus Marriage 
is honourable where the Bed is undefiled; 
but thoſe who defile it God will Jndge: 
whereas that which immediately follows the 
Word undefiled, is, Whoremongers and 
Adulterers God will Judge. — Whereby it 
appears that the Things conſidered in Oppo- 
ſition to one another, are not the different 
Actings of different Perſons within the Con- 
tract, whereby ſome are defiled, and ſome 
wdefiled ; no, but the Actings of ſome Per- 
fons wilbin, and other ſome withoat the Con- 
tract, the former approved, the latter condemm- 
ed. Therefore the Senſe muſt be this, name- 
ly, that Marriage is honourable becauſe be 
very Bed, the only Part of Marriage efteem- 
oy diſhotivurable by the moſt enthuſiaſtick 
. 1 enn ore this INT. i unde. 


2 840) 5 Waving 


=: Waving therefore any unneceſſary Enlarge: 
| ment or needleſs Diſtinction, you may pleaſe 
to conſider the term Marriage in the Text, 


5 not as meaning the Contract whereby two 
| 6 Perſons agree to become one Fleſh, but the 
b Contact whereby that Agreement is actually 
| fulfilled. _ FC 
E Tux ſecond Clauſe of the Verſe teſtifies 


in plain Terms what it was of nee 
Author had under Conſideration, viz, the Bed, 
* The Marriage Bed ſays he is undefiled. The 
Bed of Whoremongers and Adulterers indeed 
is unclean, abominable, deteſtable, 0 4 
will dee thoſe that wallow in it. 
MaRRIAOE here does not ſtand appoſed 
to Angle Life but to licentious Commerce, and 


J therefore muſt principally ſignify as above, 
F not the Contra, but the Cntat. 
5 ' Acai, you'll pleaſe to obſerve, the Au- 
4 thor's Intention appears to be, not 2 

1 that Wedloct is more honourable than /n 


Life, that Perſons by marrying, attain. a De- 
gree of pofutive Honour, which they who. con- 
tinue unmarried do not attain z but to ſig- 


23 nify that Perſons who live in a Courſe, of 
1 conjugal Communication, according to a di- 
4 vine Appointment, that is after having en 
ter'd into the Contract, — do ſhun 4 pgftive 
F Diſbonour, which they wha live in the Prac- 
I tice of promiſcuous Communication ruſh into. 
I For *tis not the «unmarried, (the Maiden, the 
Batchelor). that here ſtand oppoſed; to the 
married, but the Adulterer, of whom it is 
ſaid, a Wound and Diſhonour ſhall he get, 
and his Reproach ſhall not be wiped away. 
(Prov. vi. 33.) The More, and the Whore- 


monger 


i 
46) 
monger of whom the Text ſays that God will 
Judge them. So that, to ſay nothing of the 
Author's Character as an inſpired Writer, the 
Text appears to be neither more, nor leſs, 
than the folemn Declaration, of a wife and 
devout Man, that, though the promiſcuous 
Conjunctions of Whoremongers and Adul- 
terers, are debaſing, and defiling; and they 
ſhall receive a ſuitable Recompence another 
Day : yet it is not at all below the Dignity 
of a rational Nature, nor does it at all fully 
the, Purity of a Chriftian Character for Male 


and Female to unite within the Bounds of a 


divine Limitation. For Marriage ſays he is 
hanourable in all, and the marriage Bed is un- 
defiled : But Whoremongers and Adulterers God 
„ en 
I por know whether you {tiff think this 
too little for the Text to mean, but I am 
very well aſſur'd *tis more than is conſtantly, 
and practically believ'd, and eſpecially by Re- 
ligious People. Does this ſurprize. you? You 
will nevertheleſs preſently ſee it ta be true. 
By ſome means or other it is come to 
paſs, that there is a Degree of Shame often 
attending thoſe Actions, which have their 
Spring in our original Compoſition, and 
whereby we ſerve our Generation according 
to the Will of God; and which therefore 
are, and muſt be as innocent and pure in 
their proper Place, as Eating or Breathing ; 
Which ftrange Contradiction of *Nature and 
Notion I ſnhould be glad to ſeewell accounted for. 
Ir is eaſy to fay, there is a Church which 
reaches that Marriage 1s a State too Carnal 
for ſpiritual Men to come into, That __ 
"WSN 247 Ont ns. e iv on 


p | 
whoſe Office obliges them to be more con- 
verſant in Religious Tranſactions than other 
People, ſhould be cut off by a ſtrict Prohi- 
bition, from all Commerce with the Female 
Sex. | 
Tur from ſuch a Doctrine it ſeems very 
naturally to follow, that though for certain 
Reaſons it be permitted to other Orders of 
Men to marry, and it is not quite Criminal 
for them to have their Wives; and their 
Wives to have them, yet it is a Heroiſi in 
Religion for both Sexes to ſuppreſs thoſe In- 
clinations. That the married Life is ſome- 
what leſs pure, and ſomewhat leſs honour- 
able, than ſingle Life. And that by how 
much the Leſs the Intercourſe between a Man 
and his Wife is, and by how much the more 
Inſibid it is, by ſo much the more they approach 
to the Purity and Honour of ſingle Life. 
I «now alſo that ſome Leaders of the 
People, Men of Eminence and Veneration in 
the Proteſtant World (who nevertheleſs in this 
Caſe ſetve to illuſtrate the ſuperior Wiſdom 
of him who has forbidden us to call any 
Man Father upon Earth (Mat. xxiii. .) Some 
of theſe I ſay have fo far chimed in with the 
former, as to talk of Inordinacy and Exceſs 
within the Limitation, as (ſay they) a Man 
may be drunk with his own Wine. And 
ſome have been Vapouriſh enough to treat 
the whole Appetite with Contempt, and load 
it with Tgnominy, affirming that all Inclina- 
tions of this Sort, beyond a narrow Verge 
which themſelves have fix'd, are vile, cor- 
rupt, and to be ſuppreſs'd. 


Ir 


(8) | 

Ir is alſo eaſy to ſay that the Szoicks, who 
by many are eſteemed the moſt venerable 
Sect among the Heathens, theſe declare round- 
ly, that in the Pleaſures of the Body there is 
ſomething beneath the Dignity of humane 
Nature, and that therefore they ought to be 
deſpiſed and rejected. Of all which mona- 
Rick, ſickly, and extravagant Imaginations, 
you will find a full Confutation in the Sequel 
of this Diſcourſe, _ 
Born the Sorts of Divines abovemention- 
ed, may perhaps in their Stoickal Mood have 
copied after the Heathen Philoſopher, with- 
out ſufficiently conſulting either Nature or 
Scripture. But how a Notion ſo contradictory 
to the Voice of Nature, and fo derogatory to 
the manifeſt Benevolence of its great Author, 
come to be entertained by Men who were 
Studiaus of Nature, and had no other Director; 
and how Perſans who have never ſeen, or are 
not at all influenced by any of theſe Writings, 
thould come to be conſcious to a ſecret Shame 
in this Caſe, where there has been no Tranſ- 
greſſion, is to me the great Unaccountable 
unleſs 1 ſhould ſay, that When at the great 
Revolt true Religion departed, Superſtition 
ſtept into her Place. And I think it muſt be 
confeſſed that this Way of accounting for 
it receives ſome Countenance, from the fol- 
lowing Conſideration, viz. that while theſe 
Actions, which are really as innocent and pure 
as any others, (as I ſaid) are often attended 
with @ Degree of Shame, no one thinks it an 
Degree of Shame to put on Rayment, N 
every Thread of it is a Badge of our Depar- 
ture from the Fountain of Purity and — 


a 


— 


. 


1 1 would not however be underſtood to mean 
1 that theſe Actions may as innocently be done 
1 in the Preſence of others. —or may as innocent- 


ly be the Subject of common Converſation, 
as Eating, and Breathing, and other natural 
and neceſſary Actions may be: No, every one 
knows good Reaſon to the contrary. But 
T would have it underſtood, that within the 
Bounds of a divine Limitation, that is, within 
the Marriage Contract they are fully as Inno- 
cent and Pure as any other natural Actions. 
And if at any Time they are attended with 
any Degree of Shame, that Shame proceeds 
not from a good but from a bad Principle: 
And has not a good, but a very. bad Tenden- 
cy. As will abundantly appear from what 
I have farther to ſay in its proper Place. 
Nor would I be underſtood to inſinuate that 
now in our preſent Condition it is a Shame 
i to be cloathed. No, I have not forgot who 
ig made the firſt Pair, Coats of Skins and cleath- 
IJ ed them (Gen. iii. 21,) But I mean to ſhow 
| that there is an Inconſiſtency in our Senſe 
of Things, while we are apt in our Thoughts 
to joyn Shame to ſome, which have not the 
leaſt Cauſe of Shame in them; and are apt 
to think Honourabiy of other ſome which ra- 
ther carry cauſe of Shame than of Honour; of 
which (you'll forgive me the Freedom) your- 
ſelf perhaps may be an Example. 
Wenk you never conſcious to what I may 
call a Kind of Immature, or imperfe& Shame, 
ſomewhat like an inward Imputation of Car- 
nality, upon perceiving Inclinations' of this 
Sort to ariſe, though they terminated on no 
other Perſon than your own Wife ? Did you 
25 © - never, 


( 10.) 
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never, never after Gratifications of. this Sort 
received; (though within the limitted Bounds) 
hear 4 Kind of broken Whiſper within, a- 
mounting to thus much, —theſe indeed are 
not forbidden, but they are debaſing Delights? 

Dip you never know of apy Perfons who 
would have 'thought''themſelyes unworthy to 


- | . | . _ — $34” 3 14 I. ( } 
have attended the Solemnities of the Chri- 


ſtian Worſhip, if they had been concerned 
in ſuch a Tranſaction on the Dawn of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath? This I take to be an Ap- 
prehenſion very common, but very errone- 
ous, 'and very pernicious, big with many 
-miſchieyous Conſequences. That *tis common 
I take for granted, that tis erroneous, Ic. it 
is neceſſary I ſhould prove * o which end 
you'll pleaſe to conſider, 55 
'" "THERE" is no particular Part of Time 
mentioned in our Rule of Zion as impro- 


per but one, and of that 1 all ſpeak below 
—Inclination is the only Director here (a) 
And each married 4 to be directed in 
this Caſe, not by their own, but by the other's 
wERRCAEATT TT 
Tuxxx is a Benevolence due from the 
Husband to the Wife, called the Dity of 
Marriage, (Exod. xxi. 10.) and from the Wife 
to the Husband. If the Queſtion be when is 
this Benevolence to be paid'? The Anfwer is, 

that each Perſon is to pay, when the other 
Demands ; and that the leaft Intimation 


h Still admitting that Prohibition (Lev. vill. 19) to 
Nin Foundazion5n Nature, and to remain a'perperual 


ligation. 
Oli 13 wif 
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iduld be deemed a Demand, (a) and ſhoyld 
e anfyered without the leaſt Delay or Re- 

fiftance, wich all Freedom and Alacrity, ( 
(Aways ſuppoſing there is no Want of Abi- 


(4a) If 1 might have Leave to ſuppoſe a Lady tlie 
Claimant, ſhe would readily. aſſent that the leaft Inti- 
mation is a legal Demand, Cc. So that if we ſtand 
not an worſe, T'exms with them, than they wigh us, what 
is here affirm d muſt” be acknowledg'd on both Sides: 
45) Whomſoever I had married ſays Mr. B the Word 
Command. on my Side, and Obedience on bers, 1 


% would have blotted; out of my Vocabulary. And for 
ot this Realon, as, IL ſhould have, thought 2 Duty to 
*« have deſir'd nothing of her that was not, fignificans; 
* reaſonable or juſt; ſo had the been a Princeſs I ſhould 
4 have expected, that ſhe ſhould have ſhewn- no reluc- 


i tance, uneaſineſs or doubt to oblige me at half a Word. 
Pamela, Vol. II. p. 417. . 


+ 
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One would chink, chat to he made welleome at one? | 
bun Table, weite no very unreaſonable Expectation:— 

nd that it geuld be no very hard Task, for a Wiſe to 
et he e ſee that he is ſo. But it muſt be high. 
ſy criminal and provoking, for either of the Relati 


to give the other. the leait Reaſon to ſuſpect that they 


are. not ſo. L am very ſenſible there may be Circum- 
ſtances with tender ailing Women, eſpecially, that may 
render it next to im q ble for them to be ſo chearſul, 
Sc. as one would thn ] to, have them but there can be 
no tollerahle Reaſon given, why there ſhould not be 


gabe Expreſſion, though evex ſo,flite or ſhort (if intelli- 
Sable) will de taken in as gogd Part, and ꝓrove as oblige- 


as poſſible ſhould always attend — ſo much 3 
may ſuſfice to convince a Man that his Wife does not 
thiak much 30 pblige him. And thoſe Ladies'eſpecially, 
who ape, copſcigus hat they would. not have mas ried any 
Gentleman wicht theſe Incfinatioos, in all Reaſon ſhould 
be content to granfy-.chem,. and that! in he moſt agree- 
E though it {ould not always 
be ſo thoroughly agreeable to themſelves. 

a 8 2 lity.) 
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lity). - For the Wife hath not Power of her 
own Body but the Husband, and the Husband 
hath not Power of his own Body but the 
Wife. And they are both directed not to 
defraud one the other, but to make good the 
Payment as above, excepting only when they 
dan agree to ſtop Payment, juſt for ſo much 
Time, as may upon ſome very extraordinary 
Occaſion, be neceſſary to ſpend in Faſting 
and Prayer. And as ſoon as ever that Time 
is elapſed, to come together again, leſt Satan 
Tempt them for their Incontinency (1 Cor. viii, 
3, 4, 5.)—Where you may pleaſe to take 
Notice, that. a forbearirig to render the Be- 
nevolence. due,. at any other Time than that 
alloted to Faſting and Prayer, is called a 
defrauding one the other. And an extend- 
ing the Intermiſſion beyond the Time actually 
employed in Faſting and Prayer, is ſo far 
from being laudable, that it is called Incon- 
tinency : Aud 1s cautioned againſt as what 
puts us in eminent Danger of ſpecial Temp- 
tation. So that I make no ſcruple to affirm, 
that on what Day ſoever it is proper to cat 
and to drink, on that Day it is alſo proper to 
pay, and to receive this Benevolence. 

Tnus the 1 1 of certain Days 
being improper for this Intercourſe appears 
to be very erroneous; contrary to the whole 
Strain of an Apoſtolick Direction in the very 
Caſe. And the Miſchievouſneſs of it, is 
hinted at in the Concluſion, viz. that it ex- 
poſes to ſpecial Temptation. He intimates 
there is great Danger, that what is not re- 
ceived at home, will be ſought for abroad.— 
But What, Joo lay is it at all un, that 


religious 


* 


1 


p 
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religious Perſons, becauſe of a little Delay; 
ſhould ruſh into a Procedure which they can- 
not but have in Abhorrence? Lou have ſeen 
Sir, that the Author of the Epiſtles to the 
Corinthians, thought it not ſafe for thoſe he 
wrote to, to put it to the Tryal ;' and I fup- 
poſe will not heſitate: to come into his Opt- 
Ag 1/1 77 IOW a8 ER 
Now as. we are directed by the wiſeſt of 
Men not to go by the Way that leads to the 
Harlot's Houſe, — ſo it may be ſaid, that 
married Perſons are here directed to do what- 
ever is in their Power, to forcloſe the Way 
of the Harlot,— and the Way of the Adul- 
terer. To leave no room for them. — 
- | Txosz who are Apprelienſive of Exceſs - 
within the Limitation, as a Man may be 


Drunk with his own Wine, may pleaſe te 


conſider, that if we were ſo framed as to loſe 
the Power of ſwallowing as ſoon as we had 
eaten and dradk ſufficiently, then no Man 
could be a Glutton or a Drunkard. There- 
fore for my Part I confeſs I think it quite 
idle, rediculous to talk of Exceſs here, and 
illuſtrate it by that Compariſon, We have 
a Direction in this very Caſe (from one to 
whom they need not be aſhamed of giving 
the Precedency in Point of Wiſdom) to drink 


Mater out of aur own Ciſtern, and running Wu. 


ter out of our, own Well. And hen ſnould we 


drink but when we are a Thirſt?" And when 


ſhould we ceaſe but when our Thirf#is appeas d 
And though one may appreherid Danger of 


getting drunk with Wine, the Danger vauiſhes 


when what we drink is Vater. Indeed if a 


Man from an exceſſive Deſire of drinking 


i often, 


ag 
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ofcen, that he may often receive the Pleaſiire 
king gives him, will be exciting his 

Thir by — Methods, he may ſuffer 
in his Conſtitution by uch Practites and 
drinking Water, perhaps near as much as by 


an Frcs of Wine, and will he» equally cri- 


minal with a. Drunkard.— But fuck (if there 
be any ſuch) I look upon as Monſters; of 
which Fans are very few, and thoſe not wor- 
thy to be reaſoned with,” as there is not thé 
leaſt Likelihood, they ſhould- liſten to reaſonh, 
who are doing Rank to their very Fleſh— 
their Caſe is. quite out of the Queſtion,” which 
conſiders Mankind as: it is in General. 
I am pleading fet no more than a free Grati- 
fication of thoſe Deſires; that ſpring up with- 
in us without any unnatural Provocations,— 
and theſe I: never yet ſaw Reaſon to thirſt 
could run to bg between one Man and 
one Woman for any Continuance.——hideed 
I „ it is pretty common for young Men, 
cially fuch as Have livid wberiy, have not 
1 the criminal Liberties” ich the looſer 
Sort indulge, it is common for them upon 


theit Marriage, to run into what, if it were 


to be — 44 would 'be: an Exceſs; but 
conſtant Experience ſhews that this is preſent- 
ly. over. Tis like Running, or — 
or any — violent Exerciſe; Nature can- 

not hold it long, but will ſoon return to 
Moderation of her own Accord. And of this 


our auſtere Writers ſeem to hade been aware, in 
that they have (as far as I have ſeen) pa paſßd 


— Caſe over in Silence, though it de the 
Exceſs, I could ever ſee Reaſon” to ap- 


reed mankind in General, were liable to 


"not within 


((191)}, 

within che Limitation, And accordingly to 
prevent our coueting that which is anothers, 
which is intimated to be the only Danger here, 
we are directed to ſatisfy ourſelves at all Times 
{4) with that which is our own. To be ra- 
Vd akuays with the Love of our own Wives, 
Prov. v. 15: 19. 20. And this Tallies ex- 
actly with the Senſe of our Apoſtle, To avoid 
Foruication, ſays he, let every Man have bis 
geen Wife, and every Waman ber own Husband. 
And when ye are married, don't play the 
Fool and render the Remedy ineffectual by 
any ſuperſtitious Abſtinence, but let the Hus- 
band render unto the Wife due Benevolence, 
likewiſe alſo the Wife unto the Husband (1 Cor. 
vii. 2. 3.) — that Satan Tempt you nat for 
your Incontinency. £30 | 

 AwoTHER evil Conſequence of the de- 
frauding abovementioned is, the great Dif- 
compoſure which a neglecting to make im- 
mediate Payment throws the Perſon's Mind 
into, whoſe Motion is rejected. Which I 
chuſe to exemplify by relating a Caſe yell 


(a) Still underſtanding thoſe Times excepted, which 
Nature herſelf has excepted, and which I believe are very 
rarely broken in upon. They are mentioned Lev. 18, 
10,68 01 RET. 5.1 PETE a 

Theſe may be called Seaſons of Nature's Retirement, 
whereinta if any do intrude they cannot be Innocent — but 
becauſe this would rather be an Inſtance of ſomethin 
done out of Seaſen, than out of Neaſure, I cannot ſuppol 
this to be meant by Exceſs. Suppoſe a Man had been 
2 Journey, ayd 1 — g Nature in this Condition at his 
coming Home, ſhould: nevertheleſs inſiſt Ern an Ad- 

miffion, here would be as I ſaid a crimugal Intruſion, = 
not properly an Exceſs ; ſomewhat done out of Seaſon but 
pon a nya. oO nn 


known 


(16) 
known to have happen'd in the County of 
H#arwick about — Years ſince, 
THERE then lived a young Couple of ſome 
Eminence for their Rank and Character. The 
Gentleman's Motion being lightly rejected 
one Morning by his Lady, upon Account of 
its being as the thought ſomewhat unſeaſon- 
able, he withdrew into an other Room, and 
with a Razor, immediately diſabled himſelf 
from ever making a like Demand for the 
Future : Which Wound, together with the 
Shame, the Confuſion, &c. conſequent upon 
it, were the Cauſe of his Death — this Af. 
fiction, together with the Conſideration of 
the Share ſhe had in it, threw the Lady into- 
a Diſorder that brought her to the Grave in 
a very ſhort Time after. All that I mean to 
ſtew by this Caſe is, that not to have our 
Motion accepted, when, and where, we have 
2 Right to expect that it ſhould, will cer- 
tainly produce a very great Emotion within. 
| And if it was capable of carrying a Perſon 
fo great a Length as in the Caſe' before us, 
beſure it muſt have the greateſt Tendency to 
abate the conjugal Affection, and if it be often 
repeated will "moſt certainly extinguiſh it; 
j though the defrauded Perſon through an ob- 
[ ſtinate Adherence to the Rules of Virtue, 
ſhould not ſeek abroad, what ought to be 
| paid him at home, —The Caſe is equally ap- 
| plicable to the Husband or the Wit. — 
THERE is another Caſe that came within 
[ my own Knowledge, which though it do not 
| relate to the Time but to the Manner of Pay- 
| ment, may yet properly enough-come in here, 
| This Caſe indeed gave me the firſt Intima- 
| | tions 
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* Hohs of thoſe Things I am now communi- 
. dating, though I have more and more ſeen 
1 the Neceſſity of 'tommunicating them, from 
{ſeveral Caſes, which from Time to Time have 
F ſince come to my Knowledge. The Perſons: 
3 concerned were my intimate Acquaintance, 
and "Are dead ſeveral Years ſince. One Day 
that I was to viſit this Gentleman in his laſt 
Illneſs; and we were quite alone; my dear 
Frichd * fays he, taking me by the Hand, I 
* Haye ſomewhat that lies very heavy upon 
my Mind, pray give me leave to commu- 
« nicate it, but how ſhall J diſcloſe ſuceh a 
„See? er I mult; my late Wife taps he 
„ you. knew very well, and have been con- 
<« verſant enough in the Family to know, 
e that in many Things ſhe” excelled her 
Neighbours; you knew alſo the Peace, 
& and. the ſeeming Harmony we lived in, 
and yet alas, J have been the Cauſe of her 
« Death, and ſhe of mine“! Here he was 
4 overcome, but as ſoon as he could recover 
bimſelf he proceededp When we were firſt 
e © married fays he, no two Perſons were ever 
« more knit together in copjugal, Affectien 
e than we — (thoſe Seaſons, of which one 
would not chaſe to ſpeak, but I muſt net 
« now forbear,) thofe Seaſons of Dalliance 


„ which ſhould be peculiar to Man and Wike 

« were equally..agreeable to us both, for as 

% each of us had an individual Pleaſure, fo 

* each of us had an additional Pleaſure in 

“ perceiving the other pteas*d.” But after a : 
« few Years (I could never learn the Reaſon) 

© ſhe grew indifferent, and reſervꝰd ; and tho? 

«* ſhe did not uſe to reject my Motion, yet 

the Manner of her Compliance was ſo _ 

D « an 


(18) 
<« and negligent, (a) that the Return of theſe 
« Seaſons were to me, more like the Return 


.< of an Hour appointed to take a nauſeous 


„ Potion, than the agreeable Seafons. they 


had been. (5) Inſomuch that when Na- 


(a) A rude and brutal Mind would perhaps haye taken 
little Notice of this Difference of Behaviour, but my Friend's 
Delicacy could not fail being cut to the Quick by it. 
We'll ſuppoſe a Lady to be very fond of à boyPFd 
Chicken, that not for the pleafirg her Palate only, but the 
* Preſervation, of her Health, the ſecuring her from an 
- uneaſy a Se 3 gre Ra which ſhe was ſub- - 
- je, it was neceffary ſhe ſhould frequently make a Meal 
Nika Kind of Food; but that Things were ſo circum- 
ſtanced that ſhe could never have one, but when her Hus- 
band would go to Market to buy it. We'll ſay he did 
never refuſe to buy her a Chieken whenever ſlie deſired 
him — but yet, if the Weather was a little Colder, or 
a little Hotter than ordinary, if it rain'd, or any other 
Circumſtance happened to make it not altogether agree 


able to him to go, he would expreſs a backwardneſs, and 


- appear to be in ſome Degree diſpleaſed about it, and in 
ſhort, neither in the Buy ing, nor the Eating, expreſs any 
Satisfaction, but rather the contrary : — It would un- 
©doubtedly be to this Lady matter of great Uneaſineſs, — 
and it would be impoffible in this Caſe for her to maintain 
ſuch an Affection for him, or ſuch an obliging Carriage 
. toward him in her general Conduct, as if he did not di- 
"guſt ber by ſuch a Proceeding, however deſerving he 
might be in all other Reſpects. Whoever will be at 
the Trouble ſeriouſly to weigh this Cafe as really ſub- 
- diſtirig, will at once ſee the Nature, the Tendency, and 
. neceſſary ;Conſequence of their Conduct, (whatever be 
the Cauſe of it) , whoſe Compliance is not attended with 
ſome Expreſſion of Satisfaction, but rather the contrary. 
66 ibn ihln hn. Whocan enjoy alone, . 
( Or all enjbying, what Contentment find? 
Millan's Paradiſe Loſt, Book 8. Line 363. 
* — — Nrue Delight | 
— muſt be mutual in Proportion due 
Given and received; but in Diſparity | 
Ihe one Intenſe, the other ſtill Remiſs ; 
Cannot well ſuit with either. EL 
| Book 8. Line 384. 
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ture prompted, theſe Circumſtances forbid 
my Acceſs. This was a Spring of conti- 


nual uneaſineſs, for though I had married, 


yet I burned. 1 muſt however do her Me- 


mory the 7 — to ſay, that notwithſtand- 
ing what Jam now complaining of, ſhe 


gave ſuch continual Teſtimonies of un- 
feigned Affection, that I could never en- 


tertain the leaſt Suſpicion, of its proceed - 


ing from an Abatement of Tenderneſs to 


me. Things being in this Situation, 1 


| ſometimes thought of ſpeaking to her about 
it, but found the Caſe ſuch that I could 


not bring my ſelf to that. — Vet at length, 


after ſome Years Endurance I refolv'd, 
and accordingly did write, and give her 


an expoſtulatory Letter. She was diſ- 


pleas*d, —knew not what I would have her 
do, thought I had no cauſe to complain, 
«. ſeeing ſhe- never refus'd, c. — this gave 


me a freſh Shock, — doubled my Vexati- 


on, — and forced me often to wiſh, that 
it ceaſed to be with me after the Manner 
of Men. — But theſe were vain wiſhes, I 


carried about' me a continual Fire, — yet 


could never break through the forbiddings 


of her Behaviour but when that Fire was 


exorbitant. Under theſe Circumſtances 1 


fell into the Company of one of thoſe who 


are but too well skill'd in the Art of Al- 
lurement, and fell into her Snare — then 


did a Dart ſtrike through my Liver (Prov. 
vii. 23.) —and before I knew my own 
Caſe, it became- my Wives, — this was the 


<<. Cauſe of her Death, and will ſhortly make 


6 my Children Orphans?! — here he ſunk 


D 2 again 
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to withdraw, and he began to ſpeak of the 
diſtreſſed. State theſe Things had brought his 


2 Humanity, who could be content, that 


ſelf, (if need were) to give a better Recep- 
tion than he met with... 


Husband and Wite ſhould. ceaſe, as ſoon as 
' ſhe is known to be Pregnant: B-caule all that 


this Miſtake. 


(20, ), 
agam — thoſe that attended: were calVd in, 


and by proper Applications he revived. . An 
when he had | recovered Strength enough. ta 


continue his Diſcourſe, his Nurſe was order'd 


Mird into. Of which I mean not to make 
any preſent. mention. All I ſhall jay here by 
way of Remark is, That if a Lady could cer- 
rainly know her Husband would never fall, 
as this Gentleman did, yet ſhe muſt be my 
not of all conjugal Aﬀe®ion only, but of a 


Husband's Life ſhould be ſuch as this 
Gentleman's was, — who would not be. at 
ſome trouble do ſome little Violence to her 


Tux general Caſe n in the laſt 
Paragraph, that is the Caſe of thoſe, who 
think ſome particular Parts of Time, impro- 
per, Sc. will include theirs alſo, of whom no 
doubt you have heard, who habe been weak 
enough to think, the Intercourſe between 


has been faid of Marriage as a Remedy 
againſt Fornication, ſtands in full force againſt 
Vet becauſe I have lately 
read, a. Treatiſe publiſhed in London about 


| Fourteen, Years ago, whoſe Author is of this 


Opinion, and has endeaygured to maintain 
it with many Words, and great Violence; — 
has been very profuſe of; oprobrious Epithets 
upon the contrary Practice; ſuch as odjous, 
and filthy, matrimonial Anne moſt abo- 


minable 


629 
minable Pollution — the Effect of raging 
Deſires, vicious Cravings, ſcandalous 'A | 
tites, and many ſuch like. And in all this 
ſo confident,” as to affirm that nothing can be 
faid againſt him; and becauſe if a Lady 
ppens to entertain this Sentiment, ſhe will 
—.— attempt to conduct herſelf ac- 
cordingly. Rut if her Husband be of an- 
other Opinion, this will become matter of 
Contention between them; and of great In- 
convenience to him, and Danger to them both 
if ſhe perſiſt, — And if the be compelled to 
yield to his Inclination notwithſtanding her 
different Sentiment, her Compliance with what 
ſhe eſteems a Wickedneſs, muſt be matter 
of great Uneaſineſs to her —And the Man- 
ner of her Compliance under theſe Circum- 
ſtances in all likelihood will be very offenſive 
to him, —She on one Hand will conſider her- 
{elf as violated - by her neareſt Relation. — 
He on the other Hand will ſee himſelf driven 
to the Neceſſity of taking as it were by Force, 
| that which is his own, of being a Treſpaſſer 
1 upon his on Ground, a very Raviſher of his 
f 1 own Wife. —And thus will there be a Fire 


4 kindled that cannot fail to burn u every 
4 "agreeable and pleaſing Senſation between 
4 on. Now as this Variance ftands directly 
oppoſed to that Harmony, which I intend to 
promote by this Undertaking, it is abſolutely 
[neceſſary that I ſhould confider what this Au- 
thor has ſaid diſtinctly, and ſhew his Miſtake. 

But as the doing it in this Place would be 
too great an Interruption to the Thread of 
bs Den x ve that to the Conclu- 


ſion 


'F 


1. 


(22) 


gon by way of Appendix; and — now 
to another Interrogatory. 


Do you think our Wives did never con- 
ceal their Inclinations to, or thei pleaſedneſs 
with ſuch Tranſactions, from a Kind of im- 
perfect Shame to acknowledge them? (Such 
as that mentioned in the firſt Interrogatory 
Do you think they (our Wives Þ mean, whoſe 
Fe ou! this Way I take to be much leſs 
than our own} do you apprehend I fay, that 
they did never think us more addicted to this 


Commerce, than was altogether becoming 

+ wiſe and religious Perſons ? Do you not think 

that ſuch a Kind of Perſuaſion — have been 

the Cauſe, that they have not always receiv'd 

us with that Alacrity, which we always deſire 

they ſhould do? And that notwithſtanding 

the Reality of their Affection for us, they have 

| done ſo little to ſhew themſelves well pleas'd, 

k Was the Power they have to pleaſe us this 
| Way ?— 

Now what is all this but to fay that Mar- 

f ' riage is not bonourable, nor the Bed (wholly) 

| undęſled? What is it but to fay that there 1s 

ſomewhat in ſuch . that it is 2 

Shame to own? That it is ſhameful, at leaſt 

in ſome ſmall Degree, to ſeet, or to obtain 

ſuch carnal Delight? That having ſo much 

of the Brute in it, it muſt needs be ſome- 

what debaſing; that if it be not below the 

Dignity of a Man, a Woman, yet ſure tis 

beneath the Spirituality to which Chriſtians 

ſhould aſpire ? But how common ſoever theſe 

Sentimenrs,—and whatever diſguiſe of Spi- 

rituality or Devotion they may appear in, 

3 you ſce by what has been ſaid, they ſtand 


in 
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in dire& Oppoſition to a divine Revelation. 
Superſtition indeed may, but ' Religion does 
not, cannot,” give ſuch an Idea of Enjoy- 
ments which are not follerated only in mar- 
ried Perſons, but are enjoyned as what ought 
to be given and received between them. As 
you have ſeen in the two Paſſages quoted a- 
bove, vis. Exod. xxi. 9, 10, 1 I. and 1 Cor. vii. 3. 
of which Paſſages I would here make theſe fur- 
ther Remarks, viz; That the firſt of them is a 
divine Law given by the Hand of Moſes, con- 
cerning Women Servants ; which you know 
Sir, were under that Diſpenſation allowed to 
be bought and ſold. This Law ſuppoſes that 
after a Man had purchaſed a young Woman 
with his Money, he might have an Inclination 
to make her his Wife —Or to give her to his a 
Son, to be his Wife And in this latter Caſe 
ſays If he have betrothed her unto his Son 
he ſhall deal with her after the Manner o 
Daughters — If he (that is the Son) take him 
another Wife ; her Food, her Rayment, and 
her Duty of Marriage ſhall he not diminiſh. 
3F And if he do not theſe three unto. her, then 
23 ſhall ſbe go out free without Money — and the 
4 latter of the two Paſſages, requires the Huf- 
band to render a Benevolence unto the Wife: 
And likewiſe alfo requires the Wife to render 
a Benevolence to the Husband, as what is put 
from each to the other — Tis a mutual Debt 
between them which they are enjoyn'd to pay 
* — And therefore theſe Communications muſt 

be honourable, that is innocent and pure, and 
every Inclination in us to think otherwiſe, is 
ſo far an Affront to the facred Pages. | 


Having 
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G Sm eats te Somtiments * aki 
& 'endeavouring to expoſe are oppoſite to 
4 divine Revelation, I now proceed to ſhew 
chat they are equally oppoſite to the divine 
Intention and Conſtitution 1 Things in the 
Formation of the World. 

Ir demonſtrates a Waun, as well as a 
þ that is altogether peculiar to the great 
Author of all Things, that he has woven in- 
0 our Frame an Inclination, that 1 
carries: the Whole Nature in every Age, to 

ꝓPurſue the Meaſures by which he hath Chaſe 
0 People the World. But *tis an eminent 
Puſplay of the Kindne/5, che Good- will of our 
common Parent, ſo to order our Frame that 
by following that Inclinatien we ſhould attain 
Delight... By this Diſpoßtion of Things (t 
Peak of —— after the Manner of Men) it 
appears chat he is pleas'd (even) with (this) 
ur Pleaſure. Had it been more pleaſing to 
him that we ſhould at bade than that we 
ſhould bave this kind of Delight, he would 
have fram?d.;us without a Power to produce 
it; for you know Sir, our Parts and Powers, 
dur Faculties and Perceptions. were not given 
at Random, but with particular Intention. 
„No doubt but it was in his Power to have 
made this Inclination as prevalent upon us 
3 it not is, and our following it = — 
ally to anſwer his fe of peoplein 
World as it noto oy — — 
productive of what it now yields to us. 
And had he been: leſs Bountiful ſo he would. 
For whatever we may itnagine in the Excess 
of our ignorant Wiſdom, or our extrava- 
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gantly refined Notions of Spirituality and De- 
votion, theſe Delights are no otherwiſe con- 
temptible, than Life itſelf is contemptible: 
That is in Compariſon with ſomewhat that 
is much more valuable. Thus indeed every 
wiſe and good Man contemns his Life, in 
Compariſon with the Well-fare of a Nation. 
Yet he is neither Wiſe nor Good that does 
not value his Life, or that is not careful to 
preſcrve it. Nor is he Wiſe or Good as he 
ſhould be, who has not this Delight in proper 
Eftiration, . becauſe he is Wiſe -and Good 
above Meaſure, Who is the Author and the 
-Giver of it. = 
I believe it is a very rare Thing La Perſons 

to admire and to acknowledge the Good- 
neſs, the Kindneſs of God, in that he has 
made the Actions of Eating and Drinking 
-pleafant to us. To be thankful for Meat 
and Drink, Sc. as what is neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve Life and Health, is what comes within 
the Experience of every ſerious Petſon. But 
to conſider the diving Goodneſs i in that he has 
ſo ordered our Frame that the Actions of Eat- 
ing and Drinking, which are neceſſary to 
3 | preſerye our. Life, ſhould be a Part. of the. 
1 Happineſs of that Life, is not ſo common 
3 a Thing: Though this particular Inſtance of 
bis Goodneſs, is what we are more frequently 
partaking of than any other. But this gr 

this extenſive, this univerſal Benevolence of « = 
Maker, which is ſo abundantly diſplay'd in 
theſe, two grand Inſtances, is almoſt wholly 
overlook'd ; and what is more, the former 
of theſe Inſtances i is often counteracted, even 
by thoſe who of 1 Live, may perhaps 
1 | be 


4 
4 
1 
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be juſtly eſteem'd the moſt Aſſiduous to pro- 
. mote his Glory, and the moſt Abundant in 
. uttering his Praiſe. Strange, unaccountable 
Blindnef and Stupidity, not to perceive that, 
Which not ourſelves only, but every living 
Creature declares | Surpriſing Inſtance, that 
the Light that is in us is Darkneſs ! Were 
there with us proper Reflections upon his 
Works and Ways, and was there a proper 
Correſpondence between his Dealings with 
zus, and our Behaviour toward him, theſe 
eminent Operations of bis Hand would be 
more noted, admired and praiſed. Were we 
'Wiſe indeed, we ſhould be far from con- 
temning any Inftance of his Goodneſs, (a) or 
thinking it beneath us to partake of what his 
Bounty beſtows. And, ſeeing he is pleas'd 
to give Pleaſure to us, did we truly, under- 
ſtandingly, and univerſally imitate our Maker, 
A is none of us to whom it would not be 

pleaſing Reflexion, to conſider ourſelves 
3 of yielding ſuch Delight to another. 
Ne of oF but would gladly embrace every 


(a) 805 periors "that confer Bang 3 expect (and 
With og” Reaſor.) an Eſteem of the Venekt, propor- 
©tion'd to its Value — a ready, though modeſt Reception 
free and chearful Uſe—as well as a grateful: 2 
tenden And en the People that were 
er A of Egypt, and ſet d ih anaan by the Care 
dneſs of 'their great Benefactor, were by him ſe- 
.verely reprov'd, for. that they had been wanting in Point 
-of Chearfalneſs in the Uſe of what he had given. Be- 
cauſe {aid he, thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God with 
ulneys, and with gladne/ſs of Heart for V4 Abundance 
v all Things: Therefore ſhalt thou ferve thine Enemies 
Which the Lord thy God ſhall ſend againſt thee, in Hun- 
er and in Thirft, and in Nakedne/s, and in Want of all 
. Ge. Ba. xxviũi. 7. 48. 
Proper 


* * 
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proper Opportunity, to expreſs how well 
pleas'd we are ourſelves, to give to another 
this Pleaſure. Which Practice if our Fe- 
males were Wiſe and Kind enough to come 
into, they would render themſelves tenfold 
more precious to us than they are: And 
would do more to prevent our wandering in . 
forbidden Paths, than all the reſt of the 
World have in their Power to do. To which 
it behoves them to give diligent Attention, 
not only for their own ſakes, or their Huſ- 
band's fakes, but for Conſcience ſake, it be- 
ing one principal Deſign of Marriage to pre- 
vent Fornication, as you have ſeen above: 
And they cannot be ſaid to perform what is 
incumbent on them to this purpoſe, if they 
omit any Thing in their Power to render the 
Remedy effectual. As a Nurſe who being 
directed to give a Medicine warm, would be 
greatly wanting in the Duty of her Place, 
though ſhe did give the Medicine, if the 
gave it cold. | CIS Co 

*Tis well known there are ſuch Cautions 
uſed againſt taking Fire in Powder-mills, as 
- would be ridiculous any where elſe. Now as 
this Inclination (it muſt be confeſs'd) has a 
greater Similitude to Gun- powder, both in 
- aptitude to kindle, and extent of Confe- 
' quence, than any other in human Nature, ſo 
it is but reaſonable it ſhould be watch'd over 


8 with a proportionable Degree of Exactneſs.— 


The cutting off every Occaſion, even the leaſt, 
and moſt diftant Occaſion of Wandering, is 
* highly worthy the Attention of all married 
Perſons.— And as that Phyſician in whom 

there appears the- greateſt Share of tender 
* 2 Concern 


. 

( 28 ) 
Concern for the Welfare of his Patient, will 
be ſure to have the greateſt Share of his Pa- 


tient's Eſteem and Affection: So the Lady 


that is thus Aſiduous to do her utmoſt, for 
the Safety of him, who in this reſpect is her 
Patient, (becauſe ſhe is to apply to him a 
Remedy) cannot fail to ſhine in his Eyes, and 


reign in his Heart.—And this is not my Sen- 
timent only, but that of my ſeveral Friends 
(as they declar'd to me) who have ſeen this 


Piece in Manuſcript. 

If in the benevolent Temper above · menti· 
oned, the Wives of our Youth would be to em 
as the loving Hind, and pleaſant Roe, would 
ſatisfy em * all Times, and raviſh *em always 
with their Love, (Prov. v. 18, 19.) they 


would take the moſt effectual Method to 
| counterwork the abandoned Part of the Sex, 
and prevent their being ſuared by the ſtrange 
Moman, whoſe Lips drop as an Honeycomb, and 
. whoſe Mouth is ſmoother than Oil (Prov. v. g.) 


— * My Bed fays ſhe (kiſſing him ſhe would 
wy ankle) my Bed ſhall delight your every 
64 Senſe.; — 4 have adorn'd it, I bave perfum'd 
it, come let us tate our fill of Love" (Prov. 


vii. 13, 16, 17, 18.) —Inſtead of which Aſſi- 


duity to heighten Delight, which the wile 


Man mentions as practiſed Abroad (I am 
ſorry to ſay it) we have ſometimes met with 


an Indifference at Home, that might extort 
from us his -Complaint z — Why this cold 


Meeting? Why unkindly La of my Ardour 


thus? (a) An * —— that has render'd 
; thoſe, Scaſons irkſome, which our Frame 


(4) Themp/on's Agamemnon, . 
Ci makes 
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makes neceſſary, and which the Author of it 


has amply provided to make delighting (a). 
Which Conduct of our Wives (though they 
be ſure are far from intending it) beſides the 
Tendency that it has to extinguiſh every Spark 


of what may properly be called conjugal Af- 
fection, (5) and that wherever it obtains,” it 


does undoubtedly produce Uneaſineſſes, Broyls 


and Contentions which appear to ſpring from 
other Cauſes, Beſides all this I fay, ſuch a 
Conduct in our Wives becomes a Foyl to 


ſet off the falſe and fatal Allurements of their 
Rivals; and gives a double Force to the fair 
- Speech, whereby many have been made to yield, 
yea many ſtrong Men have been ſlain; to the 


flattering of her Lips, whoſe End is bitter as 
Wormwood, ſharp as a two edged Sword; 


- whoſe Feet go down to Death, and whoſe Steps 


take hold on Hell (Prov. vii. 21, 26. Ch. v. 4. f.) 
For which Reaſons I could wiſh this Letter 
were in the Hands of all the Wives in the 


Kingdom, and more eſpecially thoſe of a 


more than common delicacy of Mind or re- 
ligiouſneſs of Diſpoſition. For it is one Pro- 


perty of either of theſe, to give a quicker 


Senſation, and greater Diſtate of whatever is 
indecedent or obſcene, than the more rude, 


- unpoliſh*d, and prophane Part of Mankind 


(a) See the Caſe related in Page 17, 18, 19, 20. 
(5) As well may we expect that Fire ſhould burn 
with a lively Glow, while we are pouring Water upon 


it, as that the conjugal Affection ſhould live any other- 


wiſe than in a languiſhing Condition, where there is only 
a meer Admiſſion of one another; where there is not 


ſome Degree of Satisfaction expreſſed, by that one of the 


two Mates who complies with the other's Motion, 


have 
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have; and though the Union of Perſons 
within the Contract is perfectly decent and 
pure; yet theſe Intimacies held by Perſons 
not within the Contract, are the moſt Inde- 
cent and Obſcene of any Actions. Now as 
it is only the Circumſtance of being within 
or without the Contract, that renders the Ac- 
tion clean or unclean, it may eaſily come to 
paſs, that the Impreſſions of Diſtaſte may be 
applied to thoſe Actions that are within the 
Contract; which if they are, will have nearly 
the ſame Effect upon the Mind, as they ſhould 
have when applied to thoſe without the Con- 
tract. And thus a Delicacy of Mind, (whe- 
ther Natural or acquired by a polite Educa- 
tion) and a religious Temper, which are Ex- 
cellencies in themſelves, are nevertheleſs apt 
to produce a Behaviour in ſome Degree ſuit- 
ed to indecent. and obſcene, in a Caſe that is 
altogether decent and pure; and therefore 
it is more neceſſary for Perſons into whoſe 
Character theſe Excellencies enter than for 
others, to ſee theſe Things in a clear Lighr, 
and conſider them in a diſtinct Manner. If 
there could be ſuch a Perſon as a Lady poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the Excellencies that are diſtri- 
buted to the whole Sex, with whom however 
no conjugal Commerce could be had, one 
might venture to affirm, that not one healthy 
young Gentleman of a Thouſand, perhaps 
not one in Ten thouſand of the moſt Tem- 
perate that live, would make her his Wife, 
unleſs it were among the Turks, where his 
having her would be no impediment to his 
having Twenty more if he pleas'd. There- 
fore the Conduct of the Ladies in this par- 


ticular 
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ticular muſt be of high Conſideration. But 
let not the Ladies imagine I think them only 
capable of offending in this particular. No 
I have known one Caſe (and *tis very poſ- 
fible there may be many more) wherein the 
Husband was very blame- worthy — but it 
being ſuch as it is impoſſible to relate with- 
out offending the Fair, (which is what I ne- 
ver do, ſo much as in the leaſt Degree by 
Choice) I find my ſelf compell'd to conceal 
it. However I may not forbear to ſay that 
the Obligation is equal on both Sides: So 
that whatever is ſaid of one Sex, is applica- 
ble to the other with equal Propriety. More- 
over if a Man has at any Time done, or 
ſaid, any Thing that has a Tendency to ren- 
der his Wife cautious of intimating her De- 
ſire, or expreſſing her Delight, leſt it ſnould 
be imputed to her in Diminution of Cha- 
rafter, either in Point of Modeſty, Prudence, 
or Piety ; he ſtands hereby reprehended for 
ſuch Action, or ſuch Speech; and ought to 
blame himſelf for any Degree of Reſerved- 
neſs perceiveable in her Behaviour, or any 
other miſconduct which ſuch Speech or ſuch 
Action may have paved the Way to. _—1 
think we ought to conſider our Wives as 
ſubject to the ſame Inclinations ourſelves are 
conſcious to, and at the fame Time as re- 
ſtrained in ſome Degree, by that baſhfulnefs 
which 1s their peculiar, from intimating thoſe 
Deſires: And that therefore every Gentleman, 
whoſe tender Affection for his Wife bears 
Proportion to the Relation ſubſiſting between 
them, when he fees Things in this Light, muſt | 
deem himſelf bound to do whatever Prudence | 
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may direct, to make it eaſy for her to give the 
Intimation: And in particular, to diſcover a 
well pleaſedneſs. to find that at any Time 
chere i is a Defire of what he has a Power to give. 
THERE are ſome Indecencies, which have 
a Tendency to render the Ladies cautious 
as above, that fall under the Obſervation 
of almoſt every one, which therefore claim 
a. particular mention in this Place; One 1s, 
that, of Gentlemens making what has paf- 
ſed in Secret between them and their Wives, 
the Subject of Converſation with other Peo- 
ple. Now for a Man to make that the Sub- 
ject of Converſation, whether in Jeſt or Earn- 
eſt, that has paſſed in Secret between him 
and his Wife, is in my Opinion, as high an 
Affront, as great an Indignity as can be of- 
fer'd her; and if ſhe come to know it, and 
be a Perſon of any Delicacy, it muſt of Ne- 
.ceflity make her very reſerved both in Word 
and Deed, if it do not ſo diſguſt, as to make 
cher nauſeate his Approach for ever after. If any 
of my Readers have been ſo far overſeen as to fall 
into this Indiſcretion, they will now ſee what 
Sentiments Perſons of more Thought and Dif- 
cernment have of ſuch a Behaviour and that 
it is like to draw after it Conſequences which 
every wiſe Man would avoid by all poſſible 
Means; which one would think ſhould be ſuſ 
Hicient to determine them to conduct themſelves 
in a different Manner for the Time to come. 
Another Indecency but too common among 
the Gentlemen is, a making mention of theſe 
Inclinations in the other Sex, with a Kind of 
Aatyrical Sheer; or ſpeaking in Terms that 
a inſinuate the other Sex to abound more in 
your Inclinations towards us, than we do 
in 
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in our Laclinations toward them; a Thing 
which I believe in my Heart to be — 
falſe; as to the Bulk of Mankind; and whic 
if it were true, would be the Work of Nature, 
and could not be made a Jeſt of, but at their 
'Expence who did it: But how much more 
will ſuch ſink in the Eſteem of the more in- 
telligent and conſidering Part of Mankind 
Who are Witneſſes of their Folly, while the 
Euaſe is not ſo. No doubt but the other Sex 
partakes of the natural genial Heat as well 
as we (and does any Man deſire it ſhould be 
otherwiſe ?) But n all that I have been 
able to learn of human Nature, J conclude, 
they partake of it in a leſs Degree. I appre- 
hend it to be with them, as Fire is under the 
Fmbers; as if it were not, till ſome Accident 
makes it diſcover itſelf. Such Kind of Talk 
therefore is altogether unbecoming a Gentle- 
man, and I had almoſt faid impoſſible to a 
Man of Senſe, I thought my {elf bound to 
ſay at leaſt thus much to prevent the further 
Shame of my own Sex, and Injury of the 
other m this Particular, as well as to prevent 
the Diſcord which ſuch a Behaviour is hke to 
ſow, between thoſe, who as they ſtand in the 
moſt intimate Relation; ſhould be ſolicitous 
to maintain the . moſt perfect Agreement; 
becauſe their Lives muſt neceſſarily be happy 
and honourable, or wretched and contemp- 
tible, as this Harmony between them fades 
or flouriſhes. 

I cannot conclude without adding this one 
Obſervation more, viz, That though all that 
have Life ſhew "With the Bounty of their 
Maker, in that Generation is delighting to 


F every 
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every Individual, yet the Pleaſure arifing from 
a Reflexion that we give Pleaſure to another, 
is what the Creatures below us do not appear 

to he capable of: And every generous Mind 
muſt know, that this is a far more refined 
and laſting Delig ht than the other. As if I 
have refreſhed the Bowels of -a rieedy hunger- 
bitten Stranger, my reflecting that I have 
done fo, will yield me a far more refineck 
and laſting Delight, than once appeaſing ny 
Dun Hunger with the moſt agreeable Food 

N pofſibly do. — Thus it appears that in 
"theſe Things wherein we ſeem at firſt fight, 
to de upon a Level with the lower Part of the 
Creation, our Maker has really ſet us above 
_#bem. And the Imputation of Brutallity, lies 
on them that act below their Rank. (a) For 
either of the two Mates to be no further 
concęrn'd than their individual Gratification, 
is to be Brutiſo: But to be concern'd about 
giving Pleaſure to the other, is to be rational, 
is to be benevolent: Is to act up to our rank 
and relation. Therefore every married Per- 
ſon who for want of Reflexion is a Stranger 
to the rational Pleaſure above- mentioned, loſes 


fo much of the moſt refined Delight we are 


capable of, as might ariſe from that Reflexion; 
and in Conſequence, our wiſe and kind 


Creator cannot fail to loſe all the Tribute of 


1 fa) The great. Creator i is Amed ſpeaking th this 10 


ole) with Approbation. * 
A nice 74] ſuttle Hap ineſs 1 ſee 
: 2 ſelf propoſeſt, in the Choice 
* th 1 — Adum, and wilt Taſte 
eaſure, though in Pleaſuxe, rn 3 1 
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Pyaiſe which ought to aſcend to him, on 
count of his conferring ſo much of Happi- 
1s upon us in the preſent Day. And every 
rried Perſon . who does not on proper 
Occaſions, teſtify to his Mate, (a) the Plea- 
ſure receiv'd in giving Pleaſure to the other, 
does ſo far behave as an Animal of a lower 
Rank, who is not made capable of receivin 
it —Fhis Difference between Men and B-aſke 
is very remarkable in their eating. How 
many ſoever you ſee feeding together, the 
Beaſts are evidently concerned each Indivi- 
dual for himſelf alone - but Men have a mu- 
tual Concern for each other. Friends at the 
fame Table do always receive, each one a 
Pleaſure, in perceiving the Food to be agree- 
able to the other: And there is nothing more 
common, nor any thing eſteemed more civil 
and friendly than for the Hoſt to ſay to his 
Gueſt, I am highly pleaſed Sir, if you like 
what you find at my Table. And if it hap- 
pen that any one particular, through Indiſ- 
poſition, has leſs Pleaſure in the Meal than 
the reſt of the Company, he does not fail 
however to expreſs the Satisfaction he receives 
in ſeeing his Friends pleas d. Nor can I for- 
bear to think there would be more of this 
Kind of friendly Civility in the conjugal In- 
tercourſe, if there were not a latent Contempt 
of the Entertainment as ſomewhat debaſing, 
which produces a Silence, a Shyneſs about 
this, that does not obtain in reſpect of other 


(a) A very ſmall Matter will be ſufficient to give this 
Intimation, and indeed, where there is an active Deſite, 
I apprehend it eaſier to declare, than to conceal it.” 

| d b % - F 2 Dae * 1 Enjoy- 
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 Enjoymients—Where there is any tollerable 
Degree of Concord between Men and their 
Wives, they each know what it is to ſhare 
the Pleaſure the other has, in receiving what 
is conducive to Health, and agreeable to the 
Palate; and if one he ſo indiſpos'd as to loſe 
the Reliſh of what is eaten, the indiſpoſed 
ſtill retains a Senſe of the Pleaſure, ariſing 
from the Perception that the other Eats with 
Appetite and Reliſn.— It therefore cannot be 
that a little Indiſpoſition, a Diminution, or 
even a total Loſs of Appetite and Reliſh on 
one Side, ſhould ſo far prevail, as to carry 
an offenſive Indifference into another Enter- 
tainment, where the Communion is more in- 
timate, and the Appetite more intenſe. But 

if contrary to all Appearance, this ſhould 
ſometimes have been the Caſe with any of 
my Readers, I perſuade: my ſelf that by this 
Time they ſee Reaſon to determine, they will 
not ſuffer themſelves for the future, to be dri- 
'ven | by ſuch a Puff of Wind, ſo far from 
their Duty, their Intereſt, and their Safety.— 
But to conclude, upon the whole Sir, you 
ſee the Truth of our Text is deny'd, the 
kind Proviſion of our Maker, both for our 
Security and our Delight, is counteracted, 
our Self, our Mate, and our Maker are in- 
jur'd, whenever we are in any — ſhy or 
reſerv?d in the conjugal Intercourſe: Which 
opens a Proſpect into a Scene of Iniquity, that 
J dare ſay has been very little look'd into. 
And who can tell how many ſuch Scenes may 
yet remain cloſed to our Sight? Which ſin- 
gle Thought I apprehend to be a ſufficient 
Reaſon if we had no other, againſt conclud- 
r 5 4 . » — : ; ing 
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ing one's ſelf to have attained to abſolute 
blameleſſneſs, however high our Attainments 
in the moſt excellent Way. It much more 
becomes us, whoſe Knowledge and Reflexion 
is confin'd within ſo narrow a Compaſs, to 
joyn with him who ſaid, I know nothing by 
my ſelf, yet am 1 not thereby juſtified, (1 Cor. iv. 
4 than to boaſt of Things without our Mea- 
ſure. But to ſay no more of this, which pnly 
came in by the Way, and return to our pro- 
per Subject.— | 
I hope. that all my Readers will he able to 
perceive the Deceit of thoſe falſe Lights, 
whereby they may have been led to think 
contemptuoufly of conjugal Pleaſures; or to 
take any Steps that deviate from the Inten- 
tion and Obligation of the Marriage State. 
That hence forward they will receive with 
Gratitude, and give with Freedom the Plea- 
ſure in their Power; concluding with me, 
that *ris criminally unkind not to pleaſe when 
we can. That *tis brutiſh not to reflect with 
Pleaſure upon our Ability to pleaſe. That 
tis a baſe Ingratitude toward the divine Li- 
berality, to ſet light by his Benevolence: And 
an high Affront to the Purity of the divine 
Majeſty, to conceive an Appointment of his 
to be debaſing or defiling, though in ever fo 
ſmall a Degree. Which is no more than to 
ſay, that Marriage is honourable in all, and 
the Bed undefiled. LITTLE 2 — 
Jam, dear Sir, 
Tour alfectionate Friend, 
And upon this Occaſion, take Leave 
.... to ſueferide my jeff 


» 


n | Your yery bumble Servant, 
H YEN. 


. 


Ot) Aids ed 1 k 
APPENDIX, 

| AM now * to promi e, to con- 
ſicler diſtinctly, . what a learned and inge- 
nious Authar had. faid, concerning ap 
Continuation. of the conjugal Intercourle a 
ter Pregnancy; Which that I may do with 
all imaginable Juſtice to him, as well as to 

my Reader, I ſhall give you ; 
_ FirxszT, His Propoſition or Affirmation, as 
it ſtands in the beginning of the Twelfth 
Chapter of his Book, which treats of this 
Matter in particular. 

Taz, ſo much of dan other Part of the 

Chapter, as contains any Thing of Argu- 
ment to ſupport chat Af rmation, and ſome- 
thing more, (as you will ſee) that his Argu- 
ment may come with all the Force it has. 

AND after this, you will have ſome Obſer- 
vations, and my own Reaſons in Defence of 
a contrary Sentiment. 

His Propoſition is in theſe Words, viz, 
« As the Procreation of Children is the only, 
ar at leaſt the chief Reaſon of Matrimony 
„ ſo when the Woman has once conceived, 


it is the Opinion * the learned and mo- 
be” <« deft 


4 
.66 


66 
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deft World, her Husband dught to know 
her no more till ſhe has brought forth, 


and is delivered of her Burthen. 


HE fays in the next Page The Article 


I have mention'd is not Yo! much a Rule of 


Decency, as it is a Law of Nature, the 


Obligation to it is therefore back*d with 


a ſuperior Authority: It is not founded tn 
Cuſtom and Habit; it is not the Effect of 
the Curſe, or brought in as Modeſty is as 
the Fruit of the Fall. Shame and bluſhing 


may be the Conſequence of Sin; but the 


Seaſons, and the Laws of Generation are 
the Off. ſpring of Nature; the great Parent 
of Life is the Director and Guide of Life, 
and has appointed the Laws of it as a 


general Head of Conſtitutions, by which 


all the Creatures are directed, and gene- 
rally ſpeaking, all the Creatures are w- 
lingly, becauſe naturally ſatisfied with thoſe 


Conſtitutions, and freely obey them. 
„The Brutes obey the Laws of Nature, 


tis not a Submiſſion, not a Subjection, but 
a meer Conſequence of their Life; and 
*tis the Manner in which their naturil 
Powers are directed; tis the Channel in 


which they flow ; they Know their Seafons, 


and they "lon as drag leads ; chaſte 


and reſerv'd when the Streams of Nature 


Abate, hot and furious when the animal 


Spirits return, in a Word, they come when 


Nature calls and not before. 

„Bor Man! ungovern'd Man! neither 
influenced by the Laws of God, or of 
Nature, gives himſelf a looſe to his cor- 
rupted Deſires, and ſubjects Nature, Rea- 
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z ſon, and even Religion itſelf, to his Ap 

« petite; in ſhort, to a corrupted and de- 
« praved Appetite, . a furious  outragious 
<< Gaſt; his Will governs his Underſtand- 
ing; and his Vice governs his Will ; the 
brutal Part tyranizes over the Man, and 
“e his Reaſon is over-rul'd by his Senſe.“ 
After two or three Pages taken up with ſome 
Account of the animal Conduct in this * 
ticular, he fays, -- 

„Tux Turks have brought the Violation 
4 of this Rule under the Government of their 
„ Laws.” Then he goes on to relate the 
Manner of the Proceſs which the Wife in 
this Caſe brings againſt her Husband, which 
he concludes by ſaying, | 

„ Tue Woman has indeed a ſtrong. we 


s unanſwerable Argument againſt the Man 
in caſe of this Complaint, which ?tis 
true we cannot plead here; namely, that 


« ſhe holds up two or three Sticks, which 


are given her by the Officers; intimating 
that her Husband can plead no Neceſſity 
:< for his uſing her in that Manner, for, 2 


% he has one, two or three Wives beſides 
.< her, according to the Number of Sticks 
„ which ſhe expoſes,” or holds up, and that 


„ therefore, Sc. 


In the next Page he calls ths Law he is 


ſpeaking of, « Nature ſupported: by Reaſon; 


or if you pleaſe, Reaſon ſupported by Na- 
« ture. And ſays, Reaſon thinks it juſt to 


follow where Nature leads, and where 


2 4 


4 there is no, juſt and rational Objection 
& againſt. her Dictates, becauſe Nature is cer- 


* tainly judge of her own Conſtitutious, and 
e beſt 


| (41) 

% beſt knows her own actings——But Cuſ- 
tom pretends to govern Nature with a 
60 Kind of abſolute Dominion, and to tyra- 
c nize over all the Laws of Reaſon and of 
« Nature too“ . After about two or three 
Pages of invective againſt Cuſtom as uſurp- 
ing a Dominion, he ſays, 

« THERE is not one Word of Excuſe for 
« it (that is for violating his Rule) but this 
« fooliſh Plea of its being a Cuſtom, all 
<« other Arguments are againſt it; *tis evi- 
«« dently a Pollution in Nature, a Scandal to 
« its Purity, to its Virtue, to its Moderation, 
e and to all that can be call'd Prudent and 
4 Wiſe. | 

« PROCREATION of the Species ind the 
« Generation of Mankind is the juſt End of 
« Matrimony ; *tis expreſs'd ſo in the Office 
of Matrimony, and in the ſacred Text in 
« many Places: Now when a Woman 1s with 
Child, the End of Matrimony is anſwer'd; 
3 Demand is at an End till ſhe is light 
« again, (as the Women call it.) 

Taz after ſome Pages taken up in com- 
mending the Turks (of whom he ſays © if they 
« were not by Mabomet's Law allowed the 
« Uſe of many Women promiſcuoully, it is 
certain they would ftill abſtain from their 
Wives during the Time of their being 
with Child“) and condemning the contra- 
Practice where 1t obtains, he | lays, , 

« As Chriſtians we are oblig'd to mortify 
„ the Deeds of the Body, and to crucify the 
6 Fleſh with its Aﬀections and Luſts.—That 
*« we ſee the Clergy of the Roman Church 
devote themſelves to a perpetual Celibacy, 


G ar.d 


A * 


- 


* 


& 


(42) 


« and enter into ſolemn Vows of Chaſtity, 
« and perform them too. And in the next 
Page tells us, 

& Taz Grand Seignior himſelf acts by this 
Rule among the Ladies of the Seraglio ; 
and if we may believe ſome who pretend 
&* to know, lives a much more temperate 
„Life, and acts with a great deal more Mo- 
&* deration among three or four Hundred 
< Ladies, all at his Command, than many 
c among us do with one Wife and no more. 
* And in a Word, for a Man to know his 
« Wife after ſhe has canceiv*d, is a Thing 
« deteſted by that People, 

A little after he _— « That what can 
te be ſaid in Defence of a contrary Practice 
e amounts to ſo little, and that little ſo ſcan- 
“ dalous in its Nature, and fits fo ill upon 
+ the gues of Men of Virtue and Mode- 
te ration, much leſs Men of Chriſtianity and 
60 Religion, that he bluſhes for them and 
$ conceals it. 

« To ſay they cannot refrain, is to confeſs 
%a Frailty ES Papiſts and Popiſh Votaries 
te deſpiſe, 

Tn after inveighing for ſome Pages 

againſt Luxury as the certain Cauſe of theſe 
ſcandalous Appetites, © commending Faſting, 
+ Praying, Scourging and making Vows of 
* Continence between Men and their Wives 
* to break theſe Charms of Hell, Sc. 


Hr proceeds thus, St. Francis, if you 
< will —— the Writers of his Hiſtory, was 


* particularly perſecuted with wicked and 
** raging Inclinations to Women; and the 


6 - Yeni who, by the Ways knows how. ta 
* 84 prompt 


L cipline and Mortification, how much ſoever 
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te prompt us in that particular Article, where 
& Nature is weakeſt and moſt enclined to 
yield, often laid Snares for him, and would 
<« appear to him in the Shape of a beautiful 
„ Lady, or in the Appearance of lewd and 
& indecent Geſtures. But to reſiſt him, and 
© keep down the rebelling Vice in his Blood, 
e he would fall upon his Body, with the 
« Scourge and the Diſcipline, Ha! Brother 
% Aſs ſays he, that was the beſt Title he could 
give his Carkaſs, do you want Correction? 
« Is your Blood ſo hot ſtill ? Then he would 
« Faſt forty Hours, and all the while whip 
« and tear himſelf with a Wire Scourge, till 
„ he made the Blood come. 

“ Be the Story true or falſe, the Moral is 
« good. The unmortified pamper'd Carkaſs 
is the real Fund of all theſe raging, tyra- 
«< nizing Inclinations; — and though I do 
« not preſcribe Diſcipline and Faſtings, by 

way of meritorious Mortifications in this 
« Caſe, as the Papiſts do; yet I muſt tell my 
“ guilty Reader, they are abſolutely neceſſary 
<<. in the Caſe to reduce the ( Carkaks) Body 
into a due Subjection to (the Soul) Reaſon 
and he that cannot otherwiſe conquer an 
outrageous Appetite, ought, and muſt uſe 
the proper Methods to reduce it; the Cauſe 
of _ be taken away that the Effect may 
« \Ceale. 


Aub a little after, „This Doctrine of Diſ- 


c 


it may look like Popery, is notwithſtand- 
„ ing a moſt abſolutely neceſſary Thing in 

„ the Life of a Man of Senſe; and thou zh 
I ͤam not talking of it here as a religious 


G 2 « Exerciſe, 
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. Exereiſe, at leaſt not in the Manner and 
„on the Principle of Merit as the Papiſts 
« Practice it; yet I muſt own, *tis the moſt 

e effectual Means to anſwer the End in ſuch 
« Caſes as theſe. | 

 ArxTEx ſeveral Pages more about Luxury, 
as the Cauſe of this Diſeaſe in the Blood (as 

he Terms it) and Mortification as the Cure 
of it; he ſays, ; 

But I come from the Cauſe to the Crime 

“ and muſt lay a Word or two more to that. 

« AMONG all the brutiſh Circumſtances of 

it, this is one, that *tis an Action ſtript of 
«all modeſt Pretences, all tollerable Excuſes ; 
as it is a meer Act of Pollution, ſo there 
is not one Word to be ſaid to extenuate it; 

e the Man can only fay, that he does it as 
an Excurſion of meer Senſuality or a Gra- 
« tification. to the Fleſh, There can be 

* no End in it, or Reaſon for it, that can be 

ſo much as named without bluſhing. The 

Woman is with Child, that's ſuppos'd. 

It is known, and ſhe acknowledges it. 

What then can be faid on that Side? The 

End of the conjugal Act is already an- 
« ſwer'd; — does he come near her? 
* only to ſatisfy the Cravings of his 

Vice, only to gratify his fraileſt Part, to 
<« pleaſe himſelf, or as the Scripture ſays, 0 
« fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh. 

„Tus is an End fo baſe, ſo mean, fo 
* abſurd, that no Chriſtian Man can plead 
eit in Excuſe; and yet at the ſame Time, 
* 9 impoſſible to find any other Excuſe for 

it: In ſhort it is a meer ſhameleſs Uſe of 

We! of di to abate the Heat of his: _—_— 

cc an 
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4 and cool his Blood; — *tis adding ſcandal 
to the Crime, covering it without a Cover; 
there's no Excuſe can be made for it, no 
tolerable Name given to it (that I can find 
at leaſt) but this of matrimonial Whore- 
* dom, according to my Title. * 
« LEr us then think of reforming this 
« ſcandalous Practice; let us look at it in a 
&« due Perſpective, in a clear open Light. If 
« any one Thing can with Modeſty be ſaid 
* in Defence of it, let us hear it; if not, if 
« it is to be only confeſſed as a Crime, let it 
be forfaken as a Crime: What every one 
is aſhamed to ſpeak for, none ſhould be 
« aſhamed to forſake.“ — Then after ſome 
further Recommendations of this Continence 
of his, ſpeaking of the Difficulty of main- 
- taining it, he Bos, But how great ſoever 
„the Exerciſe is, and how difficult ſoever to 
e be put in Practice, till as it is a Virtue, it 
« ought to be ſtrictly obſerv'd; nor in my 
“Opinion, can any Man be faid to live a 
„Life of Virtue that neglects it.” — Then 
four or five Pages more taken up in blaming 
Luxury, and prailing Temperance as above, 
concludes what he has to ſay upon the Sub- 


- ject. | 
Tov ſee, Sir, by theſe Quotations, which 
4 are verbatim, here is a great Impetuoſity of 


Temper, and Violence of Expreſſion ; and 
indeed the whole Chapter is nothing more 
than reiterated poſitive Affirmations, and 
violent Invectives; ſaving only the Examples 
he gives of the Conduct of the Brutes, the 
Turks, the Popiſh Clergy, and the Religious 


| (as they are called) of the Romuſh Church; 


"our 
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our Obligation to mortify the Deeds of the 
Body, and to crucify the Fleſh with its Af- 
fections and Luſts: And what is inſinuated 
though not affirmed, in his Propoſition, con- 
cerning Generation being the End of Mar- 
riage : All which have been ſo manag'd as to 
give Room for very copious and numerous 
Obſervations, very much to the Author's Diſ- 
ns HO IIENRERITEEY 
* Bur f ſhall: confine my ſelf to that which is 
Material and directly to the Purpoſe, that 1 
may not be tedious, as follows. 
Max being created Male, and Female, it 
is evident his Maker intended he ſhould 
Ax I readily grant that the chief End of 
conſtituting the Relation between one Man, 
and one Woman, which we call Marriage, 
for the Union of the two Sexes, was Propa- 
J .; -: * 1 | 
Nox need I fear to grant (for brevity Sake, 
| though it be not ſtriftly true in the full Ex- 
| tent of the Meaning of the Words) that Pro- 
| 


agation is the only End propoſed by our 
Maker to be attained by that Union. 
Bur I deny that it is the only End for 
which we are allowed, and directed to unite, 
the Male with the Female, in Accompliſh- 
ment of the Marriage Contract. Now this 
is what our Author would infinuate by his 
| Propoſition, though it be couched in ſuch 
Terms as do not expreſly affirm it. 4s per- 
haps you have already obſerv'd. However, 
that the contrary to his Inſinuation, and the 
Affirmative of my Negation is true, appears 
to me as clear as the Sun, from the following 
Conſiderations, ; To 


ol 
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To avoid Fornication, ſays St. Paul, let eve- 
= Man have his own Wife, and every. Wo- 
man her own Husband, (1 Cor. vii. 2.) 
Bor how to avoid Fornication ? Why the 
Caſe is this, 
Soy for the attaining his own Purpoſe, 
has woven in to our Frame an Appetite, 
which univerſally prompts to thoſe Acts that 
commonly terminate in Generation. But then 
if Generation were to be carried on in a pro- 
miſcuous Way, no Man would regard 'any 
Children as his own Peculiar ; and conſe- 
quently would not find him ſelf bound to take 


Care of the Maintenance and Education of 


any in Particular; and ſo the World would 
in a Senſe be filled with fatherleſs Children: 
Which Circumſtance muſt be attended with 
innumerable-Inconveniencies. Therefore, that 
Generation may be carried on in that Way 
which is beſt ſuited to promote the Happi- 
neſs of his Creature, the great Lord of the 
Creation has appointed, that it ſhall be done 
between one Man and one Woman only; 
all promiſcuous Unions he has made Crimi- 
nal. And as a general Direction in this Caſe 
has order'd, that at what Time we ſhall find 
the innate Inclination to become impetuous, 
ſo that we cannot contain, we ſhould then 
took. out for one of the other Sex, with whom 
we are content to enter into an Alliance for 
Life; and with that Perſon, and that one 
only, freely gratify our Inclination ; That we 
may not live in perpetual Danger of tranſ- 


greſſing the Bounds, within which he has con- 


hned us by his Commandment, and 0 by 
Marriage i 18 Fornicaugn avoided, 


Tuus 
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Tus you ſee the Contract we call Mar- 
riage, and the Union of the Sexes according 
to that Contract, is appointed by our Maker 
to this End, namely, that the World may be 
peopled with ſucceſſive Generations, within 
an luclaſure. But as the effefing this is not 
(after all) in our Power, ſo the intending this 
is not at all our Province, We have Power 
to come into the Incloſure, but not to people 
the World, Nor are we any where in holy 
Writ required'to make it our Purpoſe or In- 


tention: So that Procreation is ſo far from 


being the only Reaſon (to us) of Matrimony 
(as our Author chuſes to expreſs it) that there 
is no need it ſhould be (to us) any Reaſon 
at all. We need be concerned no farther 
than to gratify our Inclination, and we enter 
into the Marriage Contract that it may be 


done according to God's Holy Ordinance, 


as the Office of Matrimony has it; that is 
between one Man and one Woman only.— 
Here are two diſtin&t Ends or Deſigns 
carrying on in this Affair: One I may call 
the Deſign of the Deity, and that is Propaga- 
tion, the other the Deſign of Man by his 
Direction, and that is Gratifiation. Theſe 
Things are as plain as that two and two 
make four; the Man that denies them, muſt 


do it under the Power of preconceiv*d Noti- 
ons in Oppoſition to common Senſe. 


Oovy intends to people the World, and we 

his Direction intend to ſtill an inward 
| ha to damp an inward Fire, which 
would otherwiſe make our Lives a perpetual 


Torment: We do this within an Incloſure 


which 


| (49), 
which he has preſcrib'd, that we may not be 
hurried on to do it' in a Way that he has 
prohibited, : 
Now as we have a divine Direction to en- 
ter into the Marriage Contract, that we ma 
fulfil it with this View, and to this End. 
namely, to gratify our Appetite (of which he 
is the Author, and of which he will make his 
own Uſe) there cannot be the leaſt Doubt, whe- 
ther we may attend to it accordingly, through 
the whole Courſe of our Lives. To ſay that 
the conjugal Commerce was intended for Pro- 
pagation, and that therefore as ſoon as Preg- 
nancy takes Place, the Commerce ſhould ceaſe, 
till after the Birth, Cc. is over, you ſee Sir 
is to ſay nothing; becauſe though it does 
appear that this was, and ſtill is the divine 
Intention; yet it alſo appears, that we have 
his Direction to form to our ſelves another 
Intention, which we cannot purſue under this 
Reſtriction. Which that it may appear yet 
more diſtinctly if poſſible, than it does al- 
ready, I ſhall recite the Paſſage I refer to, 
at length; it is as follows, — 1 /ay therefore to 
the unmarried and WiDows, it is good for them 
F they abide even as I: But if they cannot con- 
zain, let them marry, for it is better to marry, 
than to burn, (1 Cor. vii. 8, 9.) Here it is be- 
yond all Contradiction evident, that we are di- 
rected to enter into the Marriage State, that we 
may without being Tranſgreſſors gratify an 
Appetite. that is become impetuous. And ſhall 
any one ſtand up and fay, that when we are 
in that State, we muſt ceaſe to anſwer our 
own Intention, becauſe the Intention of God 
is anſwered by what _ been already _— 4 
| 0 
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No no, God's Intention is one Thing, and 


our Intention another; not contrary to it, 
but diſtinct from it, and though his Intention 


is anſwered, ours muft ſtill be attended to. 

ITnxRRroRE the Commerce muſt continue 
after Pregnancy, as occaſion may require 3 
that the natural Fire may be kept from ri- 
fing to a troubleſome and dangerous Heighth 


in either Sex: (I ſay either Sex, becauſe the 
| Text i is addreſſed to the Female, as well as 


the Male, as appears by the Word Wipow.) 
For if it be once admitted that the Com- 
merce is to ceaſe, as ſoon as the Female is 


| known to be Pregnant, Perſons then might 


marry, and burn both: Which is ſuppos'd 
to be an Abſurdity, when it is faid to be bet- 
ter to marry, than to burn. We have no 
direct Buſineſs to be concernꝰd about Preg- 


nancy, any farther than in a negative Way, 


to do nothing to hinder, or interrupt it. We 
may attend to our own Intention, leaving 
God to fulfil his Intention as his Wiſdom 
directs. He in this particular is taking Care 
of the Whole i in the Courſe of his Providence, 
and we are taking Care of the Individuals 
obedient. to his Command. 

As it. may be faid that the Deity has one 
View, and we another (not oppoſite to it, 
but diſtin& from it) in the great Buſineſs of 
propagating the Species, the Caſe is exactly 
the ſame in the other great Buſineſs of pre- 
ſerving the Individual: He intends our pre- 
ſent Life ſhall be maintained by Food; re- 
ceiv'd, digeſted, and diſtributed : Therefore 
he has, woven into our Frame an Appetite, 
which, univerſally prompts to eating and 
drinking 3 
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(Ir) 
drinking; Actions whereby we receiye the 
Food to be digeſted, and diſtributed for our 
Support: But we are no where in holy Writ 
directed diſtinctly to intend the Preſervation 
of our Life when we are about to make a 
Meal; nor does any Man in his right Mind 
think himſelf a Tranſgreflor, that he Eats 
and Drinks (with Gratitude to the Giver, and 
within the Bounds of Feraperance) though. 
he do not diſtinctly intend thereby to pre- 
ſerve his Life, but to ſatisfy the Crayings of 
his Hunger, and his Thirſt: As this is evi- 
dent in he ordinary Caſe of neceſſary Provi- 
ion, it is much more ſo when he we Eat 1 
and Drink, is not immediately neceſfary to 1 
the Preſervation of our Life, or our Health; = 
fuch as Wines, and Fruits, Sc. Will any 
Man tell me that every Time he gathers a 
beautiful Apple, or a- Peach, or Pear, and 
Eats it, he intends, or ought to intend, to 
preſerve his Life, or- to promote his Health? 1 
No, he intends to pleaſe his Taſte. © And if 
this be done with a general Gratitude to the 
Giver of every good Gift, tis not only inno- 
cently but laudably done. And J never yet 
heard of one, except among the myſtical 
Madmen, that thought himfclf a Tranſgreſſor 
in this Caſe, Nor do any in the other Caſe 
think themſelves Tranfgreſſors, but ſuch as. 
have been giving themſelves up fo exceſſive- 
ly to Contemplation, that they begin to think. * 
ſcorn to have a Body of Eleſh' belonging to 
them: And by harſh, and cruel Au erſtes, 
' attempt to force it to become a ſplritual 
Body before the Time. But God's Thoughts, 
you ſee are not as theſe Mens Thoughts, nor 
n his 
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his Ways, as their Ways, And indeed why 


has the great Author of all Things, ſtored 
the World with ſo rich a Variety of pleaſing 
Fruits, but to ſhew his Bounty, in providing 


for the Gratification of the taſting Senſe; he has 


given us? And why ſhould the Gratification 


of one Senſe, be thought more Criminal than 


the Gratification of another ? No Man ever 
yet thought it a Virtue to cloſe his Eyes upon 
the moſt beautiful Proſpe& that was ever be- 
held, though neither could any ever tell why 


he ſhould not mortify himſelf in this reſpect, 
as well as the other. Why he ſhould not 


deny his ſeeing Senſe, as well as his feeling 


Senſe. Has he that made us provided in our 


Formation for our pleaſing Senſation, only to 


give us the Pain of denying ourſelves the 
Pleaſure? How unworthy is ſuch a Conclu- 
ſion concerning him, whoſe Kindneſs as a 


* 


the whole Creation? Nor could I ever yet 


conceive how this Oppoſition to the feeling 
Senſe, come to be deemed a dutiful Morti- 


a * * = . 


fication of the Fleſh, while the other Senſes 
are left to be pleas'd with their proper Ob- 
jects, without any Reſtraint, ſaving thoſe of 
Property and Temperance, which are the di- 
vine Limitations reſpecting them, as Marri- 
age is the proper divine Limitation reſpect- 


ing this, I fay .could never conceive that this 
had any ether Spring than that mentioned in 
the Beginning of the foregoing Diſcourſe, 


namely, an unaccountable Superſtition. 
Hava thus far clear'd my Way by 


| ſhewing what is the declared Will of God in 


the Cale before us, and by. Conſequence * 


. 
all the hard Speeches, which this Author 
thought he was uttering only againſt the 
Wickedneſs of Man, are indeed level'd di- 
rectly againſt an Ordinance of God ; I ſhall 
need to ſay the leſs to the other Particulars, 
which though they make a great Noiſe, can 
do no Execution. * W 
ArrER what he has ſaid of the brute 
Creation, which I paſs over as being foreign 
to us, the Turks ſtand foremoſt.— Of theſe Fe 
fays they abſtain from their Wives after Preg- 
nancy, commends them much for ſo doing, 
and propoſes them as Examples worthy our 
Imitation. But having already ſet before you 
a better Direction, than the Example of Men 
that wander out of the Way for Want of a 

divine Guide, 1 ſhall diſmiſs them, after. 1 
have given a ſhort Account of their Caſe, 
and made one Obſervation upon it. 
Tut Turks being ſomehow or other 
brought to conteit, that it was an ex 1 
ing Thing for a Man to know his Wife af- 
ter Pregnancy, Mahomet their Eawgiver made 
it Criminal; and as our Author ſays, Cogni- 
ſable, and Puniſhable by the civil Magiſtrate; 
but then as he was Wiſe enough to know 
this Injunction could not be "complied with, 
where a Man had but one Wife; that hie 
might make his Law practicable,” he permit. 
ted them to have many; and thus ät once 
made his Court to their Prejudice, and their 
Paſſion. But then to avoid an imaginary 
Evil, they have Licence to run into à Real 
one. This is their Caſe, a 
Bur as our Author would not propoſe the 
Whole of their Conduct to our Imitation, it 
* | Was 
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(54) 
was not fair at all to propoſe a Part of it: 
Though he has taken upon him to ſay, 
« That if they were not allowed the Uſe of 


_ «. many Women promiſcuouſly, it is certain 


< they would ſtill abſtain from their Wives, 


5 during the Tine of their being with Child.“ 
Which is but as if this 1 and I were 


on the Top of a. Houſe together, and he 


ſhould 1 me that it was not reputabls, 


or lawful to go in at the Window and down 
the Stairs, and that therefore we ought to go 
down. on the OQutſide, which he accordingly 
does by the Help of à Ladder: But that as 
1225 as he was got down, the Owner ſhould 
the Ladder away: It would be very un- 
bk for him, ſtill. to urge me from his Ex- 


5 90 5 e, not to 4 into the; Houſe, and down 


dener > by 7— Wee 'Y and. with a grave 
me, he would not haye 

down. Sale —. — had heen no 
85 on the. Out- ſide to have come down 


ES Te 1 muſt what he has ſaid 


ad appcar to every conlidering 


Vo, N. 9 — 6 and the gelen (as 
* are 215 and St. Francis in Bae. 


theſe ſtand next, as ſo many Heroes, who 


manfully Combat this Body of Fleſh all their 


Days and. ſhame our Pulilanirairy who dare 
not do it ane half of our Lives. Bu t poor 
St. Francis it ſeems wWas dreadfully put to it; 
yet ſtill he kept up a 80 od — and fell 
upon his 3 with the Scourge and the Diſ- 
cipline; bela our'd the . Beaſt with a forsy 
— Faſt, and all the While tore him with 
a Wire Scourge, till the Blood come. — bo 
NE 


\ 


(53) 

Our can hardly perſuade ones ſelf that a 
Man is ſerious in uttering ſuch a Meſs of 
Stuff as this; but as one cannot doubt it 
who reads him, I muſt endeavour to be ſo, 
as well as hgñe. 

„Tus Clergy of FR Aon Church he 


«© ſays, devote themſelve perpetual Celi- 
* bacy, and enter into —— Vows of Cha- 


« ſtity, and perform them too: At leaſt the 
„ Bulk of them do perform their Vows. 
* And that therefore *tis a Shame for Pro- 
< teſtants to ſay they cannot abftain, for ſuch 


%: 2: Proportion of Time as he inſiſts we 


„ ought to do.“ To this 1 reply, If he be- 
lieves the Vows he ſpeaks of are performed, 


he certainly is almoſt alone in this Belief: 


But if the Fact were true, it is nothing to 
the Purpoſe, becauſe he has not ſaid any 
Thing to prove that we ought to imitate 
them, ſo far as he would have us. And to 
urge us to diſcipline, faſtings, and ſcourg- 
ings, to obtain a Purpoſe which he has not 
prov*d we ought to form, ſhews indeed that 
he thinks very highly of his own Senſe of 
Things, and that he expects Mankind ſhould 
pay a greater Deference to his Senſe, than 
any Man in calm, cool Thoughts could poſ- 
fibly do: But is not a likely Way at all to 
1 his Point, though it may ſo far pre- 


vail, as to fright ſome weaker well meaning 


People, and make their Lives very uneaſy, 
whether they do, or do not attempt to com- 
ply. And after all, it is moſt certain Fact, 
that no Abſtinence and Diſcipline, that does 
not deſtroy the nner can ſuppreſs this 


Fire; 


4 
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Fire; and this Truth, his own favourite Story 
of St. Francis loudly proclaims, 
Wx will ſu ppoſe St. Francis to have been 
the Man he is — Parade and then he was 


one, all whoſe Days were Days of Praying, 


Watching and Faſting: A Perſon whoſe 
whole Life, was ſuch a Courſe of Abſtemi- 
ouſneſs, as is ſcarce conſiſtent with a Man's 
purſuing any Trade or Buſineſs in the World; 
and yet it is confeſs'd this did not do, but 
he was forced to have recourſe to a Forty 
Hours faſting, and ſcourging with a Wire 


Whip all the While; and we are not in- 


form'd whether that, added to all the reſt 
brought his Brother A into due Subjection. 
But if it did, is this an Example worthy our 
Imitation? The Man who thinks ſo does not 
conſider himſelf as a Member of Society. 
Muſt a Man reduce himſelf to an Incapacity 
of being at all uſeful in the State, in the 


City, or in the Family of which he is a 


— ; in order to his living as a good 
Chriſtian? This Leſſon is not in my Bible. 


Does our Duty to God, oblige us to uſe our 


own Body, as a wiſe and good Man would 
not uſe his Horſe? Would not did I ſay? 
Nay rather let me ſay muſt not, if he will 
have his Horſe be of any Service to him ? 
This is to repreſent God in the Likeneſs of 
the Devil, an hard and cruel Maſter, But 
with Gratitude and Praiſe. be it ſaid, he is 
Wiſer, and Kinder, than ſuch a Suppoſition 
would repreſent him to be. 

Bur why theſe cruel Applications, when 
there is a more Gentle and Kind, as well as 


2 more effectual Remedy put into our Hands? 
Why! 


. (37) 
Why!“ Why the Deeds of the Body muſt be 
* mortified. . The Fleſh, with its Affections, 
< and Luſts muſt be crucified, Rom, viii. 13. 
Gal. v. 25. | | 5 
As I would always pay the profoundeſt 
Reſpe&, to every Part of the divine Oracles, 
ſo I readily confeſs theſe are Precepts we all 
ſtand bound to fulfil, But then 'tis the Senſe 
they really contain, not that which a miſta- 
ken Author in his haſty Zeal ſhall. put upon 
them, that claims our Subjection. | 
I therefore deſire my Reader with all Gra- 
vity to- conſider, | 
Firſt, That he cannot underſtand theſe 
Paſſages to be binding in their literal Senſe, 
becauſe then he muſt really put himſelf to 
Death, that he may fulfil them. There is no 
mortifying the Deeds of the Body, and cruci- 
Hing the Fleſh in a literal Senſe upon eaſier 
Terms. 8 | 
Secondly, We muſt therefore underſtand 
them in ſome other Senſe, than the Literal, 
Aud thirdly, We muſt underſtand this mor- 
tifying and this crucifying the Fleſh in ſuch a 
Senſe, as may conſiſt with nouriſbing and 
cheriſßing it. You ſeem to ſtart at this! But 
you may remember that St. Paul ſays, 10 
Man ever yet hated his own Fleſh, but nouriſb- 
eth and cheriſheth it, (Epheſ. v. 29.) And 
*tis this very Paul, who ſays, the Deeds of 
the Body muſt be mortified, and the Fleſh, 
with its Affections and Luſts muſt be cruci- 
fied, All the Difficulty of making theſe two 
| es harmonize, lies in determining what 


| | NY t Are 
thefe Affections and Luſts ; but this Diel 
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we ſhall. get through preſently ; This ſame 
Paul will tell us what they are. And an Au- 


thor you know is the fitteſt Perſon in all the 
World to tell his own Meaning. If you will 


be at the Trouble to look into his Epiſtle to 


the Gelations, you'll find the Works of the 
Fleſh, (Gal. v. 19, Sc.) (and you'll go nigh 
to take them for the Deeds of the Body) 
are Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſci- 
viouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 


Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Heręſies, 


Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, 
and ſuch like. *Tis only the firſt Four of this 
Catalogue, that we can have any concern with 
in the preſent Argument ; Adultery, Forni- 
cation, Uncleanneſs, and Laſciviouſneſs, theſe 
we admit are Deeds of the Body that muſt 
be mortified, &c. But if upon 3 
it do appear, that what our Author has been 
blaming, comes not within the Compaſs of 
theſe Four, why then it will alſo appear that 


mwortifying the Deeds of the Body, and cru- 
cifying the Fleſh, with its Affections and 


Luſts, has nothing to do with this Particu- 
lar; to this therefore I would beſpeak your 
Attention. What Adultery and Fornication 


are, every one knows, and every one knows 
alſo that the Practice complain'd of by our 


Author cannot be either of theſe. What he 
means by Uncleanneſs, as ſomething that dif- 


fers from both theſe, you may ſee dy conſult- 


ing his firſt Chapter to the Romans, where he 


; tells you, (Rom. i. 24, 26, 27.) that God gave 
_ them up to UNCLEANNESS through the Luft of 
"their own_ Heart to diſhonour their own Bodies 


| between tbemſelves — — for even their Women 


did 


(59) 

did CHANGE the natural Uſe into. that which is 
againſt Nature: And likewiſe alſo the Men, 
leaving the natural Uſe of the Woman, burned 
in their Luſt one toward another, Men, with 
Men, working that which is unſeemly. In this 
Paſſage he tells us expreſly what he means 
by Uncleanneſs, as it differs from Adultery 
and Fornication. Wherefore we have good 
Reaſon to conclude with ſome Degree of Con- 
fidence, that he means the ſame Thing by 
Uncleanneſs in the other Paſſage, where it 
alſo ſtands diſtinguiſh'd from theſe two. Both 
Sexes you ſee forſook thoſe actings that Na- 
ture directs to, (and which I am defending 
the Practice of) and betook themſelves to 
ſuch as are againſt Nature. Theſe Abomina- 
tiqns he calls Uncleanneſs, and here alſo you 
ſee we ſtand perfectly clear. —By Laſciviouſ- 
neſs as diſtin& from all theſe, I conceive him 
to mean the ſame Thing that he calls in his 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians Effeminacy; which 
I take to be Perſons diſhonouring themſelves, 
by themſelves; in a criminal Diſuſe of the 
other Sex; becauſe it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from 
Fornication, Adultery, and the Abuſe of ones 
ſelf with Mankind. 1 Cor. vi. 9. Be not de- 
ceived : Says he, Neither Fornicators, nor Ido- 
laters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor Abu- 
ſers of themſelves with Mankind — ſhall inherit 
the. Kingdom of God. The Reaſon why.I can- 
not in this Place, underſtand Laſciviouſneſs in 
the common Acceptation of the Word, as a 
general Inclination to the other Sex, is, 
becauſe it muſt mean ſomething Criminal; 
whereas this general Inclination is not Cri- 
minal, but is a * of God; Part of the 
| 2 | ſix 
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fix Days Production, which upon 4 Review, 


Fete by himſelf pronounc'd to be all very 


good; was found in the firſt Pair while as 
yet they were Innocent; and therefore can- 


not poſſibly be one of the Deeds of the ay 
that are to be mortified, nor one of the Af- 


fections and Luſts of the Fleſh, that are to 
be crucified, (Rom. i. 26.) No, thoſe that 


Are to be thus treated are vile Affections; 


our Author himſelf being Judge. Now Vile 
is an Epithet which no Man would know- 
ingly beſtow upon any Work of God. All 
the divine Productions in our Compoſition, 
as he has pronouticed them very good, ſo we 
are to treat them accordingly ; even our 
Fleſh you ſee this very Paul fays we ought to 
nouriſh and cheriſh. | 1 

- If it ſhould be objected to me that the 


Scriptures have called our Bodies vile which 


yet are the Work of God. The Anſwer is 
ealy and plain.— The Text refer'd to, ſays, 
Our Converſation is in Heaven, from whence 
#lſo wwe look for the Saviour, the Lord Feſus 


Chriſt; who ſhall change our vile Body, that 


#t may be faſhioned like unto bis glorious 
Body; &c (Phil. iii. 20, 21.) It appears at 
firſt Sight, that the human Body is only call'd 


vile, in Compariſon with the now. glorified 


Body of the Saviour: And perhaps too fe 


Compariſon conſiders it as dead, and putrity- 


ing within a Grave. If .a dead, putrifying 


Carkaſs, nay, if ſuch a Body as.ours now is, 
be compared with the preſent glorious Body 


of the Saviour, whoſe Feet are like unto fine 
Braſs burning in a Furnace, his Eyes as a Flame 

of Fire, and his Countenance as the Sun Jhining 
185 | in 
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lower Parts of the Earth? (P/alm cxxxix. 25.) 
How fitly joyned together, | and compacted by that 
which every. Joint ſupplies? (Epbeſ. iv. 16.) 
And is this a Vile, is it not rather a glorious 
Body ? Indeed there is not any one of all 
the divine Productions vile. I had almoſt 


ſaid 'tis Blaſphemy, to ſpeak or think con- 


temptuouſly of any Thing which he has made, 
and pronounced very good. In particular, 
the general Inelination to the other Sex which 
our firſt Parents were conſcious to in a State 
of Innocence, (a) which all Nations, and all 
Generations confeſs; though Men of ſickly, 
ſower Tempers have been ſo apt to treat it 

with Contempt, and load it with Reproach ; 
This Inclination I fay, is never mentioned in 
Scripture, with any Diſ reputation; but as the 


Bread which ſuſtains Man's Life, and the 


Wine which chears Man's Heart are mentiz 
oned with Diſ reputation; chat is, when uſed 
in a Manner that is forbidden us. Thus 


ta) Witneſs the Divine Benediction, Be fruitful and 


multiply and repleniſh the Earth, Gen, i, 28. 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs of Bread was Sodom's Sin, not becauſe 
they lad it, or becauſe they uſed it, but be: 
cauſe they abuſed it. And the only Man that 
is ſaid in Scripture to have walked with God, 
is alſo in the ſame Breath, ſaid to have be. 
gotten Sons and Daughters ; therefore not 
this general Inclination, but ſome baſe Abuſe 
of it muſt be underſtood to be meant by the 
Term Laſciviouſneſs in the Text above men- 
tioned; and it ſeems highly probable that 
one which J have pointed to, is the very Par- 
ticular. And thus you ſee we ſtand clear 
here alſo. | 

By this Time I hope it is ſufficiently evi- 
gent what are the Deeds of the Body that 
are to be mortified ; and that the Fleſh, with 
its Affections and Luſts that are to be cruci- 
fied, are the very ſelf fame Things. —And 
als; that the P ractice our Author has blamed, 
and I am defending has no concern at all 
with them. The Terms Mortify and Crucify, 
we may venture to take in their proper mean- 
ing. Such Deeds, and ſuch Diſpoſitions as 
have been reckoned up, are to be eſteemed 
what they really are, publick Enemies, and 
treated atcordingly-z we muft give them no 
Quarter; they muſt be Slain outright. They 
are heinous Offenders, baſe Malcfactors, they 
muſt be crucified. That is, we muſt have 
no more to do with them, than we would 
have to do with a dead Corps, a crucified 
Malefactor. But all this is very conſiſtent 
with our maintaining the conjugal Intercourſe, 
even after our Wives are known to have con- 


ceived becauſe, as it has been proved,. this 
iS 


(63) i 
is a Thing Innocent, (not forbidden) and 
friendly, of ſingular Uſe in our preſent Situ- 
ation: *Tis what we are divinely directly to, 
for our Relief in an Immergence that our 
very Compoſition brings us into, When we 
have married we need not burn : Nor ought 
we to debilitate our whole Frame, that we 
may reduce this Fire to a tolerable Degree. 
But to conclude. | 

Toward the latter End of the Chapter 
quoted in the Beginning of this Appendix, 
our Author ſpeaking of a particular Reſtric- 
tion, mention*d in Leviticus, and which has 
been taken Notice of in the preceeding Diſ- 
courſe, ſays, * The Law of God in the pub- 
lick Inſtitution of the Jewiſh Oeconomy, is 
certainly a juſt Rule for us to ſtate a Chri- 
<« ſtian Regimen or Government from: The 
« Conſtitutions of that Oeconomy are a good 
* Standard to meaſure Decency and the 
* Laws of good Order by : They are cer- 
* tainly formed upon the moſt perfect Mo- 
del of Juſtice and Equity. Perfectly ſuited 
© to the Nature of Things.” Now from 
hence it will unavoidably follow, that where 
that Law, that Inſtitution, thoſe Conſtitutions 
are ſilent, we are at Liberty. You'll pleaſe 
then to take Notice, that though the Moſaick 
Inſtitution. contains very particular Injuncti- 
ons and Prohibitions, in Caſes where it ap- 
pears to be leſs neceſſary, (See Lev. xviii. ) 
becauſe Nature has given incomparably 
ſtronger Indications, in thoſe Caſes, than it 
can be pretended that it gives in this; yet 
in this Caſe it is abſolutely Silent. There 
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(64) 

js not the leaſt Hint of ſuch a Reſtriction 
as he contends for throughout the Whole 
of Moſes's Writings. And thus it appea 
from this Author's declared Senſe of the 
Moſaick Inftitution, (as well as from the ex- 
preſs Directions which have been produced 


From the New' Teſtament) that it is not the 


divine Will that we ſhould abſtain, as he 
has infiſted that we ſhould, And ſo it has 
happened to him, as it commonly does to 
thoſe who undertake to maintain an erronous 


| Maxim, namely, that he has confuted himſelf, | 
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